
WELCOME TO THE CHISLEHURST BEAR TRAIL. 
We hope you have lots of fun finding our bears!We hope you have lots of fun finding our bears!
The Chislehurst bear trail starts wherever you want along 
the trail and can be as long or as short as you have the 
energy for.  The whole trail starts at Elmstead Woods station 
and finishes at Chislehurst station after wending its way 
through Walden and Chislehurst Rec, past the Library, up 
the high street, around Belmont Open Space and Scad-
bury and then either via St Paul’s Cray Common and Pond 
Wood in Hawkwood or via the A222 to Chislehurst Station. 

There are short circuits in Chislehurst and Walden Recs, in 
Belmont Open Space and in Scadbury and you can also 
create your own trails linking the different areas.

THE BEAR NECESSITIES
Not all of the route is fully accessible. Our map 
shows what areas are.

Some of the paths pass over grass or through 
woodland. Make sure to wear appropriate shoes 
and take care as there may be tree roots and 

overhanging vegetation in places.

Some of the paths can get quite muddy and 
slippery after rain.

Dogs are welcome on the trail but should be 
on a lead in Scadbury and on pavements 
near roads.

Each of the bears has a What3Words locator 
– details of which can be found on each bear’s 
individual page. 

BEAR 1: The Gardening Bear
What 3 Words: clap.incomes.began
Start the bear trail at Elmstead 
Woods station. Cross the bridge 
onto Platform 3 and walk down the 
platform towards the tunnel.
This bear is one of the fantastic 
Elmstead Woods gardening club 
members who painstakingly look 
after the amazing platform gardens 
at Elmstead Woods station. Find out 
more about their work on Facebook.

There are two more bears at this 
station.

BEAR 2: The Fishing Bear
What 3 Words: plots.mobile.coffee
Note how he has taken a fish out of 
the pond!
Continue along the platform to the 
secret garden.

BEAR 3: The Bear Bench
What 3 Words: focus.young.moving
Note the memorial plaque which 
was moved from a former memorial 

bench on this site.

The next bears in the trail are at 
the Walden and the Chislehurst 
Recreation Grounds. 
Returning over the footbridge, 
leave Elmstead Woods station.  At 
the end of the station road turn 
left up Elmstead Lane.  Continue 
over the roundabout using the 
dedicated pedestrian pathway 
past the sports ground and 
entrance to Elmstead Wood. 

Cross over Elmstead Lane towards 
the Elmstead Care Home Bupa. 
Turn right immediately after the 
Care Home up Elmstead Heights 
Close towards a footpath, known 
locally as The Cow Path. 

Continue the full length of the 
footpath until you arrive in Walden 
Recreation Grounds. 

BEAR 4: The Welcome to 
Walden Rec Bear
What 3 Words: feel.refuse.happen 

Walden Recreation 
Ground, together 
with Chislehurst 
Recreation Ground, 
has a very active 
Friends Group, The 
Friends of Chislehurst 
Recreation Grounds. 

Why not become a member for free 
and keep up to date with activities, 
events and news of the Recreation 
Grounds. Follow them on social 
media to learn more! 
Continue on the path uphill. Keep 
an eye up in the trees to your left for 
hidden bears. 

BEAR 5: 
Bear in a Tree
What 3 Words: steps.
comical.armed
 
BEAR 6: 
Bear in a Tree

What 3 Words: baking.puff.puzzle
At the noticeboard, follow the 
path round to the right into Whytes’ 
Woods. The path surface is not 
tarmacked and can be uneven.

BEAR 7: The Boating Bears
What 3 Words: sting.peanut.laser
These are the original bears carved 
in Chislehurst by master craftsman, 
Will Lee.  

They were created in July 2013 from 
an oak tree that had been felled 
because of the danger it posed 
having been struck by lightning. 

They were commissioned by Friends 
of Chislehurst Recreation Grounds 
and partly sponsored by JDM Estate 
Agents.
Continue down the path keeping to 
the left path until you emerge into 
Chislehurst Recreation Ground.

Head either round the path or across 
the grass to the playground on your 
right. In the corner you will find a few 
carvings created by Will Lee for Friends 
of Chislehurst Recreation Grounds in 
February 2016.

BEAR 8: The Playground Bears
What 3 Words: hardly.than.discrepancy
Look very carefully as you will find 
not just one bear but two, as well as 
an owl, a throne, a secret door and 
a castle. Why not stop now for a rest 
and a drink and snack at The Roost 
Café in the Rec?

Head now towards the tennis club and 
follow the path out of the Rec behind 
the tennis courts along the Red Hill 
School boundary heading towards 
Chislehurst High Street.  

At the end of the path turn left. You 
are now at Chislehurst Library.

BEAR 9: 
Chislehurst 
Library Bear
What 3 Words: 
wiring.duke.faces
After stopping 
for a selfie with 
Darwin bear, 
why not head 

into the library (closed Wednesdays 
and Sundays) and borrow a bear 
themed book? 
Coming out of the library turn 
right and head down Chislehurst 
High Street where there are lots of 
cafes and restaurants to stop and 
have a drink and meal. There are 
community toilets in Sainsbury’s and 
Caffe Nero. 

Cross over the traffic lights at Willow 
Grove passing the businesses on 
your right until you come to JDM 
Estate Agents.

BEAR 10: 
JDM Estate Agents Bear
What 3 Words: bleak.waddled.hush 
Find him on the windowsill with a 
sold board.

At the pelican crossing cross the 
High Street towards The Queens 
Head Pub. Turn left then right down 
Queens Passage. In front of you is The 
Old Chapel, home of The Chislehurst 
Society who funded the Chislehurst 
bear trail.  
With around 3,000 members, it is one 
of the largest civic societies in the 
UK.  Membership is open to anyone 
regardless of where they live, and you 
will receive regular communications 
and reports on matters of interest in 
Chislehurst. For more information on 
The Society visit their website and 
follow them on social media.

BEAR 11:
Lord of the 
Manor Bear
What 3 Words: 
evenly.called.
smashes
Sydney stands 

at the door of The Old Chapel, the 
community hall of The Chislehurst 
Society. 

He’s our Lord of the Manor bear 
representing the Society’s freehold 
ownership of Chislehurst Commons 
which includes that ancient 
manorial title! You can get up close 
most mornings when the hall or 
office are in use. 
Continue down Queens Passage 
round the side of The Old Chapel 
building and have a peep in the 
small window of the building on 
your right – you might spot Sydney’s 
little brother!

BEAR 12: Stony Wood Bear
What 3 Words: flips.easy.rests
You will note that the bear in the 
window is holding a tree with a stone.  
The name “Chislehurst” is derived 
from the Saxon words cisel, 
“gravel”, and hyrst, “wooded hill”.
Walk to the end of Queens Passage 
and turn left into Queens Road, 
right into Park Road, cross on the 
zebra crossing outside The Gordon 
Arms to the Belmont Parade shops. 
Crossing over Woodside Avenue, 
turn right into Belmont Lane (the 
Co-Op is opposite). Continue along 
Belmont Lane till you reach a 
footpath opposite Edgebury. 

You can now either... Walk along 
the footpath that runs adjacent 
to Belmont Open Space, past the 
allotments until you come to a 
large opening to your left, walk 
through and bear left to a large oak 
with a paw print post close by.

...or Walk along the grass edge 
keeping the hedgerow to your 
right, past two large oaks till you 
reach the third.
You are now in Belmont Open 
Space with an active Friends Group.

BEAR 13: Oak Tree Bear
What 3 Words: divide.candy.among
Look up into the boughs of this 
ancient oak and spot the bear.

Head towards the paw print post 
and walk across the field towards 
the stream on the opposite side.
 
BEAR 14: Books Bear
What 3 Words: live.fees.zones
Reading and stories is a strong 
theme in Belmont Open Space. 
As you walk through it you will find 

lots of story 
characters up 
in the trees.  
Head over the 
bridge and up 
towards the 
p l a y g r o u n d . 
Just inside the 
p l a y g r o u n d 
you will find the 
Football bear! 
 

BEAR 15: Football Bear
What 3 Words: misty.minute.stored
Play is an important pastime and 
Friends of Belmont Open Space 
have ambitious plans to improve 
the play facilities in this area. Cleck 
their website for the latest news 
and updates. 
Head down now towards the 
woods – see the paw post marker 
to guide you.  Cross the bridge and 
follow the path through the woods 
until you come to a glade.
 
BEAR 16: Tree Trunk Bears
What 3 Words: defeat.maps.labs
How many bears can you spot on 
this tree trunk? 
 
BEAR 17: Bear Bench
What 3 Words: trail.amused.ready
Sit awhile and enjoy the peace 
and quiet of this beautiful space.
Follow the path along looking out 
for a tree on your right with the 
witch from Room on a Broom.
 
BEAR 18: Tree Bear
What 3 Words: penny.online.bricks
Head along the path to the paw 
print post.  

You may wish to leave the trail at 
this point as there are no bears for 
quite some distance until you get 
into Scadbury Park. If this is the case, 
follow the path round to the right and 
you will merge out onto the open 
space near to the large oaks. 

Head to Scadbury Park on a 
separate day and enter either 
via the Old Perry Street car park 
entrance or via the entrance on 
Perry Street.

However, if continuing on the trail, 
take the left-hand fork at the paw 
print post. This will join up with the 
main footpath.  At the T junction, 
turn left.  
Warning – this path is very uneven 
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and has barriers so is unsuitable for 
buggies, wheelchairs etc. 

Head down the path until you get to 
Kemnal Road. Cross over the road 
and head up the public footpath 
opposite. Take the first turning to 
the right. Follow this path. There are 
several gates on this route. 

When you get to Home Farm you 
can either use the footpath that 
skirts the field, or the path that goes 
through it to the opposite side. 
Keep to this path bearing right.  

You will pass playing fields for 
Chislehurst School for Girls to your 
right and emerge at the end of 
Beaverwood Road at the entrance 
to Chislehurst Cemetery. 

Continue to the end of Beaverwood 
Road and cross over Perry Street 
(A222) at the crossing.  

Head towards the entrance to 
Scadbury Park, clearly signposted. 
Follow the road until you see a house 
ahead and paths to your left and 
right, take the right and follow until 
you emerge into the picnic area.

NOTE: If entering Scadbury at the 
Old Perry Street car park instead, 
take the left path at the Welcome 
bear towards bears 19, 20, and 
21. You may wish to complete the 
Scadbury loop to see bear carving 
number 23.
Information about Scadbury Park 
can be found on interpretation 
boards throughout the park, via 
QR codes on posts and on the 
Friend’s Group website. 

The nearest pub and toilet facilities 
is The Sydney Arms.

BEAR 19: Picnicing Bears
What 3 Words: leaps.beside.task
Enjoy a picnic in this tranquil 
location before heading further 
on the trail. Please use the many 
rubbish bins provided or take your 
rubbish home.
Continue along the path and very 
shortly you will come across a 
monolith tree to your right.
You are currently in Scadbury Park 
which has an active Friend’s Group.

BEAR 20: 
Bear Scratching his Back
What 3 Words: arch.assist.moods
This bear is alongside the next 
bear, who’s pushing against the 
tree trunk.

BEAR 21: Bear Pushing 
against the Tree Trunk
What 3 Words: arch.assist.moods
Continue along the path towards 
the Old Perry Street Car Park.

BEAR 22: 
Welcome to 
Scadbury 
Park Bear
What 3 Words: 
c r a f t . a m b e r .
forgot
Found at the 

entrance to Scadbury Park, past 
the vehicle barrier at the Old Perry 
Street Car Park. 
Continue to follow the path – note 
this is steep and uneven in places, 
and is not wheelchair accessible. 
Cross the small access road and 
follow the main path round to the 
left signposted ‘Moated Manor’. 
Walk over a walkway and down 
some steps, or the adjacent slope, 
until you reach the Bear Throne 
 

BEAR 23: 
Bear Throne
What 3 Words: 
played.monks.
brand
Take a minute 
to rest in this 
Bear Throne. 
Snap a photo 

and send it to us on Social Media!

You can now either complete the 
Scadbury Loop, back to where 
you entered the park or if you 
wish to continue the trail, take 
the scenic countryside route to 
Chislehurst Station or follow the 
main road towards the station. 

Countryside Route
Retrace your steps to the signpost 
towards Perry street car park and 
after the paw print post take the 
narrow path on the left opposite 
the Scadbury Park Post 5 following 
the London Loop. At the end of 
this path turn right, then left onto 
the tarmac road until you reach 
St Paul’s Cray Road (A208).  Cross 

the road and enter St Pauls Cray 
Common. 

Take the immediate left path and 
continue on the London Loop to the 
Chislehurst Commons noticeboard. 
Head for the National Trust Petts Wood 
sign and then come off the London 
Loop by taking the right hand turn 
along the field.  You are now on the 
Petts Wood Circular Walk. 

At the end of this path, take a right 
then immediate left into Hawkswood. 
Note this path is stepped and 
uneven. Where the hedgerow ends, 
go through the gap onto the right-
hand path and continue following 
this bridleway past Coopers School.  

At the end at the Petts Wood and 
Hawkswood board turn left into 
Botany Bay Lane then take first right 
signposted Public Footpath along 
the edge of the field.

At the end of the path take the 
immediate left. This will come out 
at Pond Wood. Stop a while on the 
tree seat carved by Will Lee and 
enjoy the view of the pond and the 
countryside.

Continue down and round the pond 
and along the path following the 
National Trust footprint signs. This 
will merge with a main path – turn 
left and head down the hill, over the 
bridge over the river and straight on.

Turn right into Gosshill Road. Continue 

until you reach the A222. Use the 
bridge to cross the road and head 
straight across to Chislehurst Station.

Road Route
Exit Scadbury and head up Perry 
Street to the crossroads of A222/
A208. There are a number of cafes, 
restaurants and pubs in close 
proximity including The Cockpit 
micropub, The Bulls Head, The 
Crown, The Tiger’s Head, and 
Walnuts Café.

Follow the A222 towards Bickley. 
Chislehurst Station is on your right, 
on Summer Hill. 

BEAR 24: 
The Commuter 
Bear
What 3 Words: 
warm.ramp.zealous
This bear is 
located within 

the Ticket Hall – note the ticket hall 
may be closed at some times.

BEAR 25: Ticket 
Collector Bear
What 3 Words: 
grain.donor.pinch
This bear is also 
located within the 
Ticket Hall.

This completes your Bear Trail 
journey! We hope you had a 
BeaR7illiant time! 

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk.

Some information about the bears
The bears installed at the end of 
June were all carved by Will Lee 
in his workshop near Ivinghoe in 
Bedfordshire. The wood comes from 
sustainable sources. The wood used 
for our bears includes oak, cedar 
and redwood.

Funding
The Chislehurst Society funded 
the bear trail in full except for 
those bears in the Chislehurst 
Recreation Ground which were 
funded by Friends of Chislehurst 
Rec, jdm Estate Agents and 
Chislehurst Rotary Club.Did you know…

Each bear has an individual QR code 
which you can scan on your mobile 
device to follow the Bear Trail around 
the village. Find out how to use these QR 
codes at www.chislehurst-society.org.uk.

We hope to see your photos of our 
Chislehurst Bears shared via social media!

Twitter: @ChislehurstSocy

Facebook: @ChislehurstSociety

Instagram: @ChislehurstSociety

BEAR
TRAIL
MAP

THE WHOLE TRAIL: 
ELMSTEAD WOODS RAILWAY STATION 

TO CHISLEHURST RAILWAY STATION 

DISTANCE :12KM

ALLOW: 2 ½ HOURS




