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Grants
We are fortunate to have significant funds 
from legacies and investments which we 
are proud to put towards improvements 
for Chislehurst. We have provided grants 
to The Friends of Scadbury for scrub 
clearance and for the restoration of an 
ancient pond.  The Trustees of Chislehurst 
Commons received funds to help with 
the removal of Oak Processionary Moth 
nests. The National Trust at Hawkwood 
were offered the same allocation of 
funds but were able to find money from 
their own resources in this instance.   

The Friends of Chislehurst Recreation 
Ground benefited from a grant towards 
a new shed and we were able to help 
them acquire the Robert Whyte archive 
of some 500 diaries and letters, which 
could lead to more information about 
Agnes Whyte, the original donator of the 
woodlands. The National Trust did benefit 
from a grant towards the restoration of 
Pond Wood. 

Christ Church in Lubbock Road were 
successful in their application for funds 
towards the restoration of the roof of 
the Link building, which the Chislehurst 
Society had previously grant-funded.   
Finally, we put money towards the 
publication of a new book on the 
life of the Empress Eugenie. A book 
which revealed many never-before-
seen images of her life, particularly at 
Camden Place.   

Overall, however, we were disappointed 
at the number of applications received 
for grants so, one of our new trustees, 
Richard Green, reviewed and amended 
our grant application form to a more 
user-friendly format. 

Chairman’s report to members of the Society

Tony McClarty’s management of our 
membership database concluded this 
year and it proved hard to find someone 
to take this over.  We were pleased to 
present him with his life membership 
award at our celebration for volunteers 
in the summer.  Emma Tyrell has taken on 
the work on a self-employed contract, 
which has inevitably added to the costs 
of generating funds, but we’re delighted 
to have her as part of the team; I’m not 
sure she’s so delighted when it comes to 
Cockpit packing parties, which she has to 
set up, but it’s all part of finding efficient 
ways of delivering our operations.  Cockpit 
goes out three times a year, is packed by 
willing volunteers and delivered by Alan 
Hunt and Peter Griffiths to our small army 
of distributors and then on to our stalwart 
Road Stewards. We are always looking to 
increase this team; it can be a happy and 
neighbourly role to fulfil, getting to know 
your street and recruiting new members.  
If you want to offer your time in this way, 
please get in touch. 
membership@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Thank you to everyone 
involved with the society 
this past year for their 
support.  It’s been a year 
of consolidating a new 
committee and increasing 
our network of contacts.  

The Board of Trustees meets bi-monthly 
at the Old Chapel office. The office is 
open to callers every day of the working 
week and is an asset we find useful in 
the heart of the village. It is used by a 
number of residents associations, local 
committees and friends groups.  In 2019, 
we were a fresh team, including a new 
administrative assistant, Deirdre Taylor, 
and with Jennifer Dearing in the position 
of Vice Chair, following the resignation of 
Chris Wells.  Chris was a very hardworking 
trustee and I’m grateful to him for the 
support he offered.  

Our Annual General Meeting was held, 
as usual, in April at the Methodist Church.  
This community facility is integral to 
the success of our afternoon talks, the 
Old Chapel being too small to hold 
the numbers that attend our quarterly 
presentations.  We were very honoured 
to be joined by His Worship the Mayor of 
Bromley, at the presentation on Richmal 
Crompton’s writing. 

Managing 
the Charity



Our Make a Difference Award was 
presented to 5th Chislehurst Scouts 
based at Hawkwood Stables.  The young 
people expended considerable effort 
in unearthing an overgrown plaque 
recalling the visit of Princess Anne to 
Marjorie McClure School in 1978. 
      
We enjoyed the Rotary Summer Fair, 
despite the less than summery weather! 
We recruited several new members 
and met lots of existing ones.   Armed 
with an Izettel card reader, Peter Miller 
is adept with recruitment canvassing, 
as demonstrated by a rise in our 
membership numbers by over 250 this 
year.  We have yet to finish reconciling 
gift aid forms but it continues to be 
important income for the charity.  

We took part in the annual Christmas 
Tree Festival at the Methodist Church 
and see this as an interesting part of 
our marketing strategy.  We were also 
pleased to sponsor Chislehurst Rocks in 
the hope of getting our name known to 
a younger and more diverse audience.  

This great charity requires clear fiscal 
probity and I am ever grateful to Colin 
Martin, in his role as Treasurer.  New trustee, 
Christine Pearson is a bank signatory 
and can share some of Colin’s fiscal 
responsibilities. The Charity Commission 
receives our annual accounts but you are 
asked to peruse and approve them at the 
forthcoming AGM on Tuesday 21st April. 

I’m very grateful to our Honorary 
Secretary, David Ely, for his endeavours in 
our corporate governance and also his 
contribution to our legal responsibilities 
in our role as freeholder of Chislehurst 
Commons.
 
Bal Deol is contracted to keep us 
prominent on social media and 
accessible to more than just our local 
members. We operate Facebook and 
Instagram accounts and enjoy telling 
our stories and promoting our messages 
on local issues.  
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The Old Chapel
It’s not always about hard work, we’ve 
had some fun as well, taking part in 
the Easter Egg and Pumpkin Hunts 
organised by Demelza Hospice Care.   
We appreciated the extra assistance 
given by Rotary volunteers and a 
Duke of Edinburgh Award student from 
Babington House School.  

The day to day running of the hall and 
office is a well-oiled machine and the 
Society owes a debt of gratitude to 
Patricia Leach, the Hall Administrator, 
who keeps on top of all the bookings 
and ‘issues’ therein. The variety of 
bookings she obtains is fascinating: film 
nights are always booked out, there is a 
variety of physical fitness classes and of 
course we welcome parties and drama 
classes as well as education tuition at 
weekends.  Small classes are able to 
hire the office, which has been a new 
venture this year.  It was also good to 
see a new audience at a recent talk on 
crime scene investigations.  

The weekly Wednesday coffee mornings 
are almost at standing room only and we 
are very proud of the community support 
these provide.  Their success turns on the 
careful management of a volunteer rota 
and Rosemary Lomas does a sterling job 
in maintaining two welcoming volunteers 
at each session. Some of our volunteers 
undertook basic first aid training in 
November which has given us all more 
confidence in coping with potential 
emergencies.  We couldn’t manage the 
place without the ever-handy volunteer, 
Peter Griffiths; he operates fire tests and 
other maintenance in his usual cheerful 
manner and we are indebted to him.  

The Old Chapel Management Group 
meets bi-monthly to keep a check on 
the facility and I am grateful to Colin 
Martin for his hands-on role in this. Our 
tenants in the upstairs studio are very 
good neighbours to us and keep the 
lights burning until late into the evening.   
We are rightly proud of The Old Chapel; 
It is a significant asset to the community 
and I am pleased that the legacy of 
Charles Dunn is being firmly adhered to.
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Planning and 
Conservation

I am very grateful to the hard-working 
approach of our planning team, Four 
volunteers, from planning, architecture 
and surveying backgrounds. Barry 
Redding leads this team which has 
reviewed 350 BR7 planning applications 
this year, making 73 representations 
to the council.  Alan Porter had to 
relinquish his particular role of looking 
at tree applications for us, due to 
pressure of his other volunteering role 
with Chislehurst Commons, but happily, 
a plea on social media found us Nick 
Hall, an arboriculturist.  Jennifer Dearing 
attends the Conservation Advisory Panel 
at Bromley Council and we are very 
grateful to her for her experienced voice 
at our meetings.

The Environment 
Matters

The Society is determined to keep 
Chislehurst as green and clean as 
possible and although Crista Lyon has 
not been able to continue as a Trustee 
on the Board, we are very grateful 
to her for maintaining her passion for 
running our bi-monthly litter-picking 
sessions. These are augmented by the 
work of the Friends of Chislehurst Station 
which Chris Wells continues to organise.  
We were hopeful of getting the next 
generation involved in litter picking 
when we launched the Great Junior 
Litter Challenge through Cockpit in the 
Autumn and we are already seeing a 
small surge of activity.  

New Trustee, Jeremy Dwight, represents 

us at National Trust meetings, keeping us 
up to date on their Pond Wood project.  

Our role as the freeholder of Chislehurst 
and St Paul’s Cray Commons and the 
holder of the ancient title of Lord of the 
Manor is not without challenges. I took 
over from Chris Wells as appointee Lord of 
the Manor representative on the Board of 
the Trustees of Chislehurst Commons and 
it’s been a steep learning curve, although 
I am thoroughly enjoying getting to 
know our common land, its boundaries 
and habitats. However, the traveller 
incursion in August was unwelcome.  LBB 
are to be complimented on their swift 
actions, alongside the combined efforts 
of the police, Commons Keepers and 
volunteers. As a result of this unforeseen 
intrusion, we, as the freeholder, working 
side by side with the Trustees of 
Chislehurst Commons, have updated 
and improved our policies and actions 
on disturbances. As we must always 
act in the best interests of our charity, 
we also rely on the professional advice 
of local law firm Wellers and nationally 
recognised surveyors, Strutt and Parker.  

It was good to see Network Rail teaming 
up with renowned sign writer, Lionel 
Stanhope. His bright railway sign at 
Chislehurst Station follows our Imperial 

heritage in the French tricolor hues. It is 
a move aimed at inspiring pride in our 
neighbourhoods. 

Town Team
We are pleased to support the network 
of the Chislehurst Business Group. The 
invigoration of the High Street remains 
a priority for our Town Team. The local 
business Reward Scheme is a bonus 
for our members and Alison Stammers’ 
tenacity in keeping our High Street 
vibrant is to be commended; she gets 
answers from our council colleagues 
and continues to update us all on local 
developments.

Chislehurst has had a year of traffic 
interruption from breakdowns in public 
utilities, particularly water and gas.  
We are grateful to Ben Howard at the 
Council who immediately informs us 
of potential roadworks and responds 
effectively to requests for inspections at 
the sites of work or lack thereof. Again, 
Alison is to be particularly congratulated 
on her success of achieving a £1,000 
compensation payment from Thames 
Water to go towards a new water 
fountain on White Horse Hill.   
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The Society was honoured to pay for 
the poppies that were displayed on 
our shopping area lampposts again 
this year; it takes a lot of coordination 
to erect the display and I’m grateful to 
Alison for organising this. The Workshop 
donated the cable ties for which we 
were also very grateful. 

Heritage
We receive communications about the 
heritage of Chislehurst from genealogists 
from all over the UK and from abroad. 
Heritage remains one of the strengths 
and interests of the society. Our 
two history groups have maintained 
activities over the year; Pat Waters is to 
be thanked particularly for her editorial 
work on the new publication ‘Royal 
Parade, The Imperial Decade’ a product 
of the Monday evening history group.  
Kevin Jennings has led the afternoon 
group, in my absence, to 
completing the High 
Street Heritage Trail, a 
project suggested 
and funded 
by Chislehurst 
Rotary Club; 
I hope 
you have 

enjoyed learning from the blue stickers 
on some of our High Street shops, 
detailing their former occupants, 
complete with QR codes leading to the 
images on our website.  Many talks have 
been given to local groups and I always 
enjoy the feedback from the audiences, 
who usually have more information to 
share about our past.  

Old Chapel Books has launched three 
new titles this year and Tony Allen is to 
be thanked for his book layouts and 
liaison with the printers. After a tortuous 
process, we now have an active 
Amazon account which can reach 
interested buyers across the globe.  

The heritage telephone kiosk on Royal 
Parade continues to be used to provide 
information leaflets.  It is unlocked 
every day by the helpful staff at BR7 
Taste deli and by Colin and Margaret 
Yardley who also manage the book 

exchange inside.   I am very 
pleased that the children 

from Art on Parade, 
via Nicky Russo, 

display seasonal 
cont r ibut ions 

on the kiosk 
glass from 
time to time.

In writing this, I realise how lucky 
Chislehurst is to have its volunteer 
commitment to the community. 
This network of contacts needs 
to grow and refresh so that 
we can all thrive into the new 
decade, working for the benefit 
of Chislehurst and its residents.  
Thank you to everyone who 
supports the activities of the 
Chislehurst Society 
- long may it thrive!

Joanna Friel
Chairman

Education

Our work in schools aims to encourage 
learning about Chislehurst and engage 
young people in the local environment.  
The theme of the 2019 Environmental 
Awards was ‘The Great Houses of 
Chislehurst’ and the award winners 
had their prizes presented by Jonathon 
de Maid and Steven May from JDM 
Estate Agents. Red Hill School hosted 
a jam-packed award night organised 
by Vicki Tippin, to whom I am grateful 
for taking on the coordination of the 
Awards. Anne Lamb leads on our 
schools programme, communicating 
with teachers through our Schools Forum 
and promoting the ‘Mix’ event, which 
was held at Farringtons. Anne has also 
begun a programme of mounting pupils 
art displays at Chislehurst Library; thank 
you, Anne, for taking on this role.



Trustees’ report 
to members

The Chislehurst Society CIO, Registered 
Charity, No. 1166276, has its principal 
address at The Old Chapel, Queens 
Passage, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5AP, 
and is established under a Constitution 
adopted in April, 2016. 

Trustees of the Society and members of 
the Executive Committee during 2019 
and up to the date of this report were:

Joanna Friel (Chairman)
Chris Wells (Vice-Chair) resigned April 2019

Jennifer Dearing (Vice-Chair)
David Ely (Secretary) 
Colin Martin (Treasurer) 
Anne Lamb 
Peter Miller 
Barry Redding 
Alison Stammers
Jeremy Dwight - appointed April 2019

Richard Green - appointed April 2019

Christine Pearson - appointed April 2019

Gabriella Toth – co-opted this year  

The Officers relinquish their office every 
year and are eligible for re-election at 
the Annual General Meeting; one half 
of the other (longest serving) members 
retire at the AGM, and are also eligible 
for re-election. 

Objectives and achievements

The Society’s objects are to promote high 
standards of planning and architecture 
in Chislehurst, to educate the public in 
the geography, history, natural history 
and architecture of Chislehurst, and 
to secure the preservation, protection, 
development and improvement of 
features of historic, environmental or 
public interest in Chislehurst.

We continue to support plans and action 
for improvements across Chislehurst, 
both the built and open environments.  In 
our role as the freeholder and Lord of the 
Manor of Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray 
Commons we have appointed a Trustee 
as our representative on the Board of 
the Trustees of Chislehurst Commons. 
Our environmental work includes 
representation on the Petts Wood and 
Hawkwood National Trust Committee.  

Our planning committee scrutinises all 
planning applications for Chislehurst; we 

assist individual members who request 
our help on planning issues, and we 
provide information generally to our 
members. 

The Society’s Environmental Awards for 
schools reached its 29th year and we 
organised the ‘Mix’ event for pupils in all 
our primary and secondary schools.  

Our heritage groups undertake research 
about our past, and their results are 
communicated to members on-line and 
through new publications. We continue 
our series of regular free meetings for 
members on a range of local subjects.  

The Old Chapel was available 
throughout 2019 as the Society’s 
headquarters, community meeting hall 
and rental space, and now provides 
additional net income for our use in 
funding our charitable objects.

We communicate to members in print, 
by email, via our website, and using 

various social media platforms. 

Individual membership reached 4721 by 
the end of 2019, in 2985 households.

Financial Review

The attached consolidated accounts 
show the results for the year.  At the time 
of printing the accounts were still with the 
independent examiner.  The figures will 
be confirmed at the AGM.  Our policy 
on reserves is unchanged: we maintain 
a level and range of investments in 
order to generate a regular income to 
supplement our modest subscription 
income and rental income, to enable 
us to acquire suitable assets, or give 
financial support to local schemes whose 
activities meet the Society’s objectives. 

This report was approved by the Trustees 
on 24th January 2020 and signed on 
their behalf by:

Joanna Friel, Chairman
C. L. Martin, Treasurer
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Do you want to be more 
involved in local matters, 
and help make a positive 
difference to Chislehurst?

Contact us to 
see how you can help!



The consolidated accounts on pages 12 
and 13, and the notes on page 14, were 
approved by the Trustees on 24 January 
2020, and signed on their behalf by:

J D Friel, Chairman                                                       
C. L. Martin, Treasurer
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 2019
Receipts 2019 2018
General

 Members subscriptions  14,039  11,794

 Gift Aid tax reclaimed 750 772

 Investment Income 23,866  23,746  

 Rental income - Old Chapel Office 11,574   11,542                                                       

 Rental Income - Old Chapel Hall 23,142    22,392

 Commons Income (less expenses) 4,000

 Miscellaneous income  496     76           

 Bequests and donations 191 735

Charitable Activities

 Promotional sales (net) 1,350 1,416  

  79,408   72,473
Expenditure 
General

 Cost of generating funds 3,275      1,734       

Administration

 Premises costs 18,157      18,314                                                                           

 Administrative staff 4,036 5,499

 Stationery/Telephone etc 5,666      4,597                                 

 Legal 1,503 2,036  

 Depreciation 2,414      2,366                            

 Miscellaneous expenses  3,968 3,229

 Communications development 2,938 13,429                                        

Charitable Activities

 Grants and sponsorship to third parties (Note 1) 24,281  33,075                

 Planning/Environment 1,207         1,206         

 Publications & local study 8,954 9,743

 Heritage (incl grant aided projects) 1,596 3,964 

 Environmental Awards  3,774   4,148                                       

  81,770 103,340

 Operational Surplus/(Deficit) ( 2,361) ( 30,867)

 Investment revaluation 120,564  ( 19,363)                                                    

 Overall surplus/deficit) 118,203 (50,230)         

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019
Assets 2019 2018
 Cash and short tem deposits  25,381 14,357

 Investments (Note 2) 791,781 681,217

 Old Chapel Building (Note 3) 961,643   961,643                           

 Fixtures & fittings etc 16,949 16,815

 Less depreciation ( 8,438) ( 6,024) 

 Chislehurst Commons (Note 4) 160,576 160,576

 Heritage art (Note 5) 4,505  5,898

 Heritage property (Note 6)                 - -    

 Debtors & prepayments 1239.12 1,322

 Liabilities

 VAT Creditor ( 1,493) ( 752)

 Hall deposits held ( 1,149) ( 962)

 Other creditors (Note 8) ( 19,430) ( 20,729)

  1,931,564  1,813,361

Represented by: 2019 2018
Undesignated

 General fund 1,331,531  1,185,274   

Designated Funds

 Grants fund (Note 7) 599,250 623,531

 Environmental Awards fund  783 4,557                    

  1,931,564 1,813,361                        



Notes to the accounts
Note 1: Grants approved this year: Friends of  
Scadbury - Scrub clearance, Friends of Scadbury 
- Pond restoration, Commons - Processionary  
Oak Moth removal,  Recreation Ground - tool 
shed,  National Trust - Pond Wood restoration.
New book on Empress Eugenie. Christ Church 
roof repair, Purchase of Agnes Whyte archive.  
We have also set aside monies for a ‘bear trail’ 
planned to be implemented in 2020.

In addition smaller donations, sponsorship and 
affiliation fees totalling approximately £4000 
were paid, or agreed, for Elmstead Woods Sta-
tion garden, Chislehurst Staion enhancement, 
Chislehurst Rocks and The Mix, and to institutions 
such as British Legion, CPRE, LBBRF, Chislehurst 
Business Group, London Green Belt Council and 
London Forum.

Note 2: Investments are holdings of COIF 
Investment funds

Note 3: The Old Chapel is valued at cost.  The 
trustees see no requirement for any more formal 
valuation in the short term, but will review every 
five years starting in 2021.

Note 4: Chislehurst and St Pauls Cray commons, 
purchased during 2017, are  valued  at  cost.  
An  independent  valuation prior to puchase 
confirmed the value at  least that of the purchase  
cost. The  trustees  see no  requirement for any  
more formal valuation in the short m term, but 
will review every five years starting in 2022.

Note 5: Heritage Art covers a number of paintings 
relating to the Townshend family relevant to the 
history of Chislehurst. They are valued at cost.

Note 6: The freehold of the access drive off Lubbock 
Road, Chislehurst is being retained indefinately for 
environmental reasons to enable enforcement 
of single dwelling restrictive covenant on land 
previously owned by the Society. The Trustees 
place no financial value on it.

Note 7: The Grants fund represents money 
earmarked for future grants for local charitable 
purposes.

Note 8: The creditors figure includes £25K being 
grants approved but not yet paid.

The Chislehurst Society
Notice of Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 21st April 2020, 7.30pm 

Chislehurst Methodist Church
Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst

Agenda

Reception and meet the committee from 7pm

Annual General Meeting 7.30pm, including:

 •  Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 
    23rd April 2019

 •  Presentation of Trustees Annual Report to Members

 •  Re - election of Independent Examiner

 •  Election of Officers and Trustees

Presentation – ‘Reducing the Carbon Footprint of your 
home and our Community’ by Parisa Wright,  
Founder, Cleaner and Greener Bromley (& Beyond)

 Member’s questions and open discussion

Close of Meeting 9pm 

Note: Only members of the Society are 
entitled to vote or speak at the Annual 
General Meeting.

The officers of the Society, and approximately 
one-half of the executive committee, are 
elected annually. Under the Charities Act 
1993, persons elected are required to be 
acceptable as trustees. Nominations to 
serve as officers or members of the executive 
committee should be made in accordance 
with the Constitution of the Society. It is 
convenient, but not essential, for nominations 
to be made on the forms available. 

These may be obtained from the Secretary, 
The Old Chapel, Queens Passage, Chislehurst, 
Kent BR7 5AP

Tel: 020 8467 0900

email: membership@chislehurst-society.org.uk

Copies of the documents contained in this 
report, and the Independent Examiner’s 
Report, are available on our website: 
www.chislehurst-society.org.uk

The Chislehurst Society CIO is a Registered 
Charity, No. 1166276
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The Old Chapel, 3 Queens Passage, Chislehurst, BR7 5AP

admin@chislehurst-society.org.uk

020 8467 0900

www. chislehurst-society.org.uk


