










elevation and loving earnestness of 
your pastoral appeals to them, and 
of your fervent championship of 
positive religious truth" . 

I hope to bring my research to some sort of con
clusion in time for the Centenary of his death in 
October 2002. If any readers of this magazine can 
contribute to our knowledge of Canon Murray in 
any way at all, however small, I should be abso
lutely delighted to hear from you: perhaps you have 
heard family anecdotes, or have photographs in old 
albums or there may be a letter from him kept in 
your family archives. I have a list of all the sub
scribers to the cost of his portrait by Mr Yates in 
1891 : please let me know if you think your family 
may be represented there. Please ring me on 01689 
856625. 

Jean Pailing 
October 1997 

IN SEARCH OF ANCIENT 
WOODLAND; 
STOCKWELLS, KEMNAL ROAD 

We started looking for old trees as part of the 
Borough project, but our interest was given added 
impetus when we received a notice of a planning 
application on land adjacent to our boundary. 

The next step was to research the history of the plot 
itself. Chislehurst Library provided the first steps 
with its copies of early Ordnance Survey maps and 
directed us to the Local Studies Section of the 
Central Library. In 3 hours there with the help of 
an enthusiastic librarian we had OS and Tithe maps 
going back to the early 19th century, the Scadbury 
sale documents and the "History of Chislehurst" 
published at the turn of the century. It was this 
book which gave us our first clue that we might be 
dealing with ancient woodland. The section on 
"Flora of Chislehurst" contained a quotation from 
Gerards Herbal (ed. 1633 by Thomas Johnson) "My 
oft mentioned friend Mr. George Bowles sent me 
some plants which he gathered in April in a wood 
of Sir Thomas Walsingham's in Kent called Stock
wells wood" and we found this wood on a Tithe 
Redemption map in the area of the site. 

We looked for other maps, which might show the 
site as woodland, and this proved to be true on 
three published by the LB Bromley, the 1965 
Planning Map, the 1994 Unitary Development Plan 
and the LBB Public Rights of Way definitive map 
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1994. The wood itself extended beyond the applic
ant's site and for some distance to the rear of 
Kemnal Road. 

Proving the existence of woodland doesn't make it 
ancient and a map can be challenged for its accu
racy. Fortunately we discovered that English 
Country's predecessor "The Nature Conservancy 
Council" had carried out a survey of Ancient 
Woodland in 1985. The London Inventory clearly 
showed our woodland, but strangely as "Woodland 
cleared since the production of the OS 1: 25,000 
maps." I spoke to them and they accepted it could 
have survived but this would need to be proved, not 
merely by old trees but also by the presence of 
other woodland indicator species and this will 
require a survey. Like most of the people we 
contacted they were not unhelpful and pointed us to 
the London Wildlife Trust, The London Ecology 
Unit and the Greater London Record Office. All 
three had copies of the 1982 aerial survey carried 
out for the GLC. This confirmed that the site in 
question had dense canopy woodland at that time 
and the Wildlife Trust confirmed that this was still 
evident in aerial photographs taken in 1995. The 
London Ecology Unit holds the GLC "1985 Wild
life Habitat Survey" and although the Surveyor was 
unable to access the site, he described it as Park 
Woodland. 

At this point, when we asked the Planning Office 
about progress of the application, we were told it 
was being held pending an "independent" survey of 
the woodland by the applicant. 

Philip Martin-Lawrence 
Joyce Valentine 

POSTSCRIPT 

As a result of the foregoing research, the authors 
prepared a paper arguing for the reinstatement of 
this woodland in the London Inventory of Ancient 
Woodland. That was the position in November 
1997. As we go to press, we are able to report that 
surveys and inspections have been carried out by 
the London Wild Life Trust and the Borough of 
Bromley, which have confirmed the true status of 
this woodland. Not only are all the ancient wood
land indicators, and the old trees present, but there 
is also evidence of past systematic management. 

The presence of ancient woodland in this area is not 
surprising. It is on former Kemnal Manor land, 
first held by the Monks of Hornchurch Priory in the 
12th to late 14th centuries, and then by the Warden 



and fellows of New College, Oxford, from 1391 to 
the 1870's. For all this time, much of the manor 
was devoted to productive working woodland, 
managed carefully as a crop. Coppicing, or pollar
ding for small stuff, including charcoal production, 
and selective felling of mature trees for building, 
was a continuous process. Scadbury Manor was 
significant as the residence of the Lord of the 
Manor; Chislehurst Manor, up to the time of its 
purchase by Thomas Walsingham IV in 1611, was 
in the gift of the Monarch; but Kemnal Manor was 
the quiet, uneventful one, that never came to 
prominence, had no resident. Lord, but just 
remained as a rural provider of materials and 
income for New College for nearly 600 years. 
That a small fragment of this piece of our past 
remains is something of a miracle, and it deserves 
to be preserved. 

BOOK CORNER 

"Thomas Philipot's Almshouse Charity of 
EItham and Chislehurst, "by John Kennett; 
published by the Trustees of the Charity, 1997: 
£4.95. 

This is an excellent tercentenary history of these 
almshouses, founded in 1694 in Eltham High 
Street, following the death of their benefactor in 
1682. In his will Philipot wished the Clothworkers 
Company to establish an almshouse in Eltham for 
six poor people, four from Eltham parish and two 
from Chislehurst parish. The Clothworkers were 
not at all keen, the performance of this charity 
"appearing to them to be both burdensome and 
troublesome, and disadvantageous to the Com
pany". 

How the matter was successfully resolved, and how 
the almshouses came to be where they are today, is 
lucidly explained in this well illustrated and com
petently researched and written 48 page booklet. 
The author has lived most of his life in Eltham, 
founded the Eltham Society, and has written other 
books, notably "Eltham, a pictorial history", 
published by Phillimore in 1995, and costing 
£12 .95. 

"Chislehurst to Sidcup", by Hilary Heffernan; 
published by Chalford Press, 1997 : £9.99. 

This is rather disappointing . It is better regarded as 
a Chislehutst scrap book, consisting as it does of a 
collection of photographs from many sources, with 
snippets of information about a range of subjects, 

including the village, the Churches, Queen Mary's 
Hospital, Frognal, the Cooling family, Camden 
Place, and Vale Mascal in North Cray, the link 
here being Mr George Nassau who held Kemnal 
Manor of New College Oxford, and also owned this 
land in North Cray. Transport and Social scenes 
are also covered. The whole effect is restless and 
"bitty" . 

In fairness to the author it must be stated that she 
had to appeal to the public for photographs and 
memories because of poor funding by the publisher, 
and this goes some way to explain the uneven 
appearance . She was also working in the knowl
edge that another publisher had approached another 
local author to do a similar book of archive photo
graphs of Chislehurst, and she was anxious not to 
encroach too far upon that work. No details of this 
other book are as yet available. 

Both the above books are available at the library. 
Contact George Tucker on 0181 467 2737 for 
further information about the Philipot Charity book; 
both books are available from local bookshops . 

WEBB'S "HISTORY" PROPOSED 
REPRINT - AN UPDATE 

As the total of interested persons now indicates that 
around 270 copies will be required, it has been 
decided to proceed with publication. A letter has 
accordingly been sent to CIive Birch, the publisher, 
asking him to proceed. If you have not yet indi
cated your interest, please complete the form that 
was included in the last "Chislehurst Report", and 
hand it in at the Library, for the attention of Roy 
Hopper. 

THE METHODIST CHURCH SPIRE 

The Methodist Church was opened in Prince 
Imperial Road in October 1870. Even during the 
building period from 1868, there had been prob
lems. Underground water, frost heaving and then 
a violent storm led to the collapse of the tower, 
delaying the opening. 

Like most old buildings the church needs constant 
care and restoration. The church was built of 
Kentish Ragstone, which is very friable and with 
easy water penetration and frost there is the danger 
of falling masonry, if careful maintenance does not 
take place. The church was built for £5800. 
Repairs today cost much more than that. 
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The spire has been the main cause of concern over 
the past year. Acid rainwater had penetrated the 
joints and the ironwork supporting the weather vane 
in the spire. Some mortar was missing and stone
work eroded. Some lifting of the stonework led to 
the spire beginning to lean, with the danger of 
stone or mortar falling on passers-by. There was 
even some consideration given to the demolition of 
the spire, which would have been very sad since the . 
spire is a significant Chislehurst landmark. The 
decision was made however to repair and restore 
the spire and re-erect the weather vane. The total 
cost of this including the scaffolding has been close 
to £20,000, 70% of this for the spire, the rest for 
some work on the south wall . Everyone was glad 
to see the scaffolding finally come down. 

Gift days and events have occurred to raise some of 
the money needed. The Chislehurst Society Execu
tive Committee generously decided to make a £500 
donation to the appeal, because the Church is in the 
Conservation Area close to the Common, and the 
spire is an important Chislehurst landmark. 

Alice Sennett 

OLD HILL HOUSE, LTD 

Does any reader remember this house, which used 
to stand where Brenchley Close is now? An 
enquiry at the Library about a pre-war nursing 
home for alcoholics led to this very spot; in Kelly's 
1940 Directory of Bromley it is listed as Old Hill 
House, Ltd., Nursing Home, Mrs B F Masters, 
SRN, Matron. Kelly's Directory of Kent, 1938 is 
more forthcoming, and describes it as a "Nursing 
Home for inebriety and drug addiction". Mrs 
Masters apparently lived in "Woodlands", the house 
next door. Any further information about Old Hill 
House, or any memories of it, or of Mrs Masters, 
would be welcomed by the enquirer. Replies, 
please, to Roy Hopper, clo Chislehurst Library. 

NATIONAL TRUST, ORPINGTON 
AND CHISLEHURST CENTRE -
LECTURES FOR 1998 

25 June 
Local National Trust Woods and Farmland, and 
their Natural History - by David Clark, Jan Hendey 
and Ken Palmer 

8pm at Crofton Halls, Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

9 July 
Water Colour Painting in England - by Gwen Julius 
2.30pm at the Methodist Church, Prince Imperial 
Road, Chislehurst 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

23 July 
History of the Bell, Book and Candle - by Geoff 
Lewry 
8pm at Crofton Halls, Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

27 August 
Biggin on the Bump - by Bob Ogley 
8pm at Crofton Halls , Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

10 September 
Betjeman and Britain - by John Vigar 
2.30pm at the Methodist Church, Prince Imperial 
Road, Chislehurst 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

24 September 
Mozart , Salzburg and Vienna - by Janet Canetty
Clark 
8.00pm at the Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

8 October 
Crown and Personal Jewels - by Bill Summers 
2.30pm at the Methodist Church, Prince Imperial 
Road, Chislehurst 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

22 October 
Medieval History - by Patricia Wright 
8.00pm at the Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 

26 November 
Audio Visual Show with Music - by John and Hirta 
Blackwell 
8.00pm at the Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 
Enquiries 01689 832911 
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