











SCHOOLS FOR A GREEN
CHISLEHURST

During 1990, your executive committee welcomed a group
of pupils with their teachers, from Coopers School. They
described environmental studies which they were making
around the lake in their school grounds. Subsequently,
a group of pupils, guided by a teacher, have made
significant improvements to that part of the school
grounds.

Recently, our chairman, vice-chairman and an

executive committee member, Vincent Dunleavy, were
invited by Beaverwood School to give a 75 minute
illustrated talk on your Society and Chislehurst to 25
upper sixth formers, who were clearly interested. The
school also borrowed the fine exhibition of photographs
of Chislehurst which was produced by the Borough’s
Planning Department.
(Editor’s note: many members will have enjoyed this
exhibition when it was displayed last autumn at Barclay’s
Bank, Chislehurst and at the local library. This exhibition
is available to other institutions upon request to your
Society.)

Following a serious fire at Manorfields RC Primary
School, your Society presented three environmental books
to help restock the school’s damaged library. A highly
appreciative letter of thanks was received from the Head
on behalf of the pupils and staff.

Well done !!!

We congratulate Marjorie McClure School on receiving
a £50 award from the Sainsbury/Blue Peter environ-
mental/conservation scheme. The pupils have collected
over 73 kgs of used aluminium and steel for recycling.
In addition, pupils in the Duke of Edinburgh Award
scheme have collected silver foil and newspapers for
recycling. The school also fosters environmental concern
by its use of recycled notepaper and, most importantly,
by looking at environmental issues throughout the
curriculum.

A good start

At Mead Road Infants’ School, the children have been
involved with local environmental studies; here, groups
are making regular visits to Scadbury Field Centre. We
hope that this will encourage a lifetime’s respect for the
environment in these young students.

Green celebrations

During the 1990 summer term, Beaverwood School
organised a second Green Day, which created a great deal
of interest locally. The school’s grounds have been planted
with bulbs as part of Beaverwood’s birthday celebrations;
it should not be long before we can see the results of this
environment-enhancing work. In addition, an
environmental group has been formed under the guidance
of a senior laboratory technician. These girls have a
special concern for the care and appearance of the school
grounds.

New developments

During 1990, a group of pupils from Chislehurst Church
of England School together with a teacher and the Rector
of St Nicholas parish church, made a study visit to the
churchyard and church. Very soon, everyone at this
school will become personally aware of environmental
changes as new classrooms are built on to the existing

school. These additions were carefully designed to
harmonise with the existing fabric of the building.
(Editor’s Note: we welcome news of school activities and
the views of pupils, students and staff. Why not write
an article for The Cockpit? Send it to me by Friday 7th
June and YOUR words could be in print in our next
issuel!!)

Legend Theatre

From Druids to Doodlebugs . . . see Legend Theatre
present the Chislehurst Community Play at Coopers
School on 3rd-5th May. Based around the Caves, the play
explores episodes in Chislehurst’s rich and fascinating
past. If you can offer any information or would like to
come to a performance, please phone Lesley Butcher on
081-467 3263.

The Alun Jones Award for
Environmental Studies 1990/°91

Last term, for the first time, all Chislehurst schools and
foundation year students at Ravensbourne college were
invited to undertake a local environmental study of some
aspect of Chislehurst, past, present or future. This study
may include any relevant material — photographs, models
even videos, for example. The work may be by individuals
or groups and may be done in term or holiday time. Soon
after the closing date of 23rd May, the entries will be
judged by a panel comprising Mrs Joy Jones, Stephen
Jones of the National Art Collections Fund ?and a
National Trust lecturer), the vice-chairman of your
Society, the chairman of the Education Committee, the
education officer of the Civic Trust, the chairman of the
Chislehurst Conservators and Chislehurst’s librarian.

Prizes will be awarded within various age groups. The
projects will be displayed in Chislehurst Library after the
judging. In addition to the prizes for individual projects,
the Alun Jones Trophy will be awarded annually to the
institution which, in the opinion of the judges, has
submitted the most outstanding group of entries, overall.

We hope that all those entering for the awards will
enjoy working on their projects and we look forward to
receiving many exciting entries. These awards have been
made possible by donations given in memory of our late
chairman, Alun Jones, with generous sponsorship from
Barclays Bank PLC, Chislehurst. The Trophy has been
designed and made by Mr N. Johnson, an art teacher at
Coopers School.

A LOAD OF RUBBISH!

Once again the Commons Conservators appeal to anyone
living near the commons and especially those near the
litter trouble spots — the ponds, the War Memorial and
Cockpit areas — to volunteer as individuals to clear up
small areas. ‘Pickers’ and bags are provided.

Under the new Environmental Protection Act, the
Conservators are now a ‘duty body’ with a legal liability
to keep the Commons clear of litter. The need for help
is therefore greater than ever. The keepers spend nearly
a quarter of their time on litter clearance, when they could
be engaged on skilled conservation work.

If you feel like helping please contact the Clerk to the
Conservators at the Old Fire Station (next to the Tiger’s
Head), or telephone 467 1886 between 1 and 2pm
weekdays.




AGM 1991
Wednesday
24th April at 8pm

Our next AGM will be held at 8pm on Wednesday,
24th April, 1991, in the Methodist Church Hall,
Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst.

As always your attendance is important and we
hope that as many members as possible will be
present.

Why not make this your first AGM?

TO CUT OR NOT TO CUT?

One of the pleasures of living in Chislehurst is the
abundance of trees. Much of Chislehurst is within a
Conservation Area where the lopping or felling of trees
must not be carried out without the permission of the
Borough’s Tree Preservation Officer. This applies
whether the tree concerned is the subject of a Tree
Preservation Order (TPQO) or not.

However, TPOs are open to various ‘interpretations’
particularly by some developers, and a recent review
commissioned by the DoE (the Batho Report), sets out
many proposals. These include among many others, the
need to a) simplify the terminology of orders, b) to include
tree roots in the legislation, c) to include hedges (not at
present protected) and d) to update the level of fines.

A consultation paper is to follow and the views of
interested bodies will be sought. So, those of us who are
confused by the present law may hope that it will be
clarified soon! Your Society is interested to hear the views
of members on this sometimes fraught subject.

Vacancy for Minute Secretary
for your Society

This appointment brings ex-officio, but non-voting,
membership of your executive committee, whose
interesting and lively meetings take place on the third
Wednesday of each month, in the evening. As sub-
committee members provide the minute secretary with
written reports of all the main regular items, shorthand
is not needed, and excellent typing services are available.
Conclusions and decisions are clearly spelt out by the
chairman at the end of each item. The main skill required,
therefore, is the ability to provide a concise summary of
the significant points made in discussion. A good period
will be available for taking over from the present,
temporary, secretary and every assistance would be
provided.

The committee would be most grateful if anyone who
might be willing to volunteer for this task would get in
touch with our chairman—

Mr H. T. G. Brown
30 Grove Vale
Chislehurst

Kent BR7 5DS
(081-467 3790)

NATIONAL TRUST LECTURES

Members may be interested in some of the forthcoming
lectures arranged by the National Trust.

24 January. THE HISTORY OF MARKS AND
SPENCER by Mr Paul Bookbinder at 8pm, Methodist
SCthurch, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. Enquiries: 0689

911,

28 February. ART NOUVEAU AND CHARLES
RENNIE MACKINTOSH by Mr Douglas Mackay at
8pm, Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington.
Enquiries: 0689 832911.

14 March. THE WORK OF THE MARY ROSE
TRUST SINCE 1983 by Mr H. Rickets at 2.30pm,
Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington.
Enquiries: 0689 832911.

21 March. GHETTO TO GRANDEUR: THE
ROTHSCHILD BROTHERS by Dr K. R. Sturley at
8pm, Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington.
Enquiries: 0689 832911.

11 April. THE SUE RYDER FOUNDATION by Mrs
Barratt at 2.30pm, Methodist Church, Lakeswood Road,
Petts Wood. Enquiries: 0689 832911.

25 April. AGM AND FILM “WALES IN TRUST”
at 8pm, Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington.
Enquiries: 0689 832911.

23 May. THE VARIED COAST OF BRITAIN: AN
AERIAL VIEW by Mrs Edna Goodburn at 8pm, Red
Hill School, Chislehurst. Enquiries: 0689 832911.

27 June. THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE by Miss
Janice Pullen at 8pm, Red Hill School, Chislehurst.
Enquiries: 0689 832911.

25 July. THE ART OF THE MAZE by Mr Adrian
Fisher at 8pm, St. Olave’s School, Goddington Lane,
Orpington. Enquiries: 0689 832911.




