





SECURITY IN MULTI-STOREY CAR
PARKS IN CENTRAL BROMLEY

SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS
at Chislehurst Recreation Ground

Considerable concern was expressed by a number of
members attending our AGM regarding the lack of security
staff in the multi-storey car parks in central Bromley. Since
the closure of the Queen’s Road open car park, members
attending the Churchill Theatre and other evening
functions have no open car park available to them within
easy walking distance of the theatre. They find all available
parking places in the High Street occupied and, therefore,
feel obliged to use one of the multi-storey car parks.

Lady members have complained to the Society that they
feel threatened and worried by the fact that there are no
security guards in these car parks, particularly in the
evenings. It is understood that none of the multi-storey car
parks is even manned after 9pm. In addition, the path from
the High Street to the car parks in Kentish Way is very
unsuitable for pedestrians, especially unescorted ladies,
during the evenings.

In view of these complaints, the matter was raised with
the Leader of Bromley Council earlier in the year.
Councillor Barkway has informed us that, so far, there has
been no evidence that would warrant increased expenditure
on security at the multi-storey car parks. He gave
assurances that the situation would be kept under review in
case any change is thought advisable.

Members felt the situation to be most unsatisfactory,
one suggesting that the extra expense involved in providing
security staff could possibly be met by an increase in
parking charges.

As a member of Bromley Council’s Technical Services
Committee, Councillor Mrs. J. Wykes was asked at the
AGM to do all possible to put our case forward. Members
will be kept in touch with future developments.

GREEN CHISLEHURST

UN-AUTHORISED TREE FELLING

Following an alleged breach of a tree protection order when
several mature trees were felled in Woodcliffe Drive, the
Planning Department of the Borough Council were
preparing to prosecute the offenders.

However, on legal advice, it was decided not to proceed
as asmall legal loophole was discovered in the Preservation
Order, thus removing the chance of a successful
prosecution. It is recognised that the spirit of the law was
ignored.

As aresult, all current Tree Preservation Orders are now
being checked to ensure that they are valid and cannot be
flouted in future.

PRICKEND POND

The major desilting operation, reported in the last issue of
The Cockpit, has been successfully completed.

The ducks and geese soon returned and as soon as
aquatic conditions are suitable the pond will be re-stocked
with fish.

An assessment of the silt stacks was made recently, and
when cracks appear all over the surface it will be sufficiently
dry to ‘“‘landscape’” and sow grass seed. Some ‘‘pussy’
willows will be planted at strategic points to enhance the
natural look of this lovely amenity pond.

The Society has been informed that an impact absorbent
ground surface will be laid in the children’s play area, after
the busy summer period but before the onset of winter.

Should the new surface be laid now, to avoid possible
accidents in the summer? Council Officers considered this
but their past experience, throughout the Borough, has
been that parents strongly complain when play facilities are
not available in the summer, even when closures are caused
by safety work! Whatever their position on this question,
all parents will doubtless be grateful that the Society’s
efforts to improve safety in the play area are meeting with
such success.

The impact absorbent surface is not the only recom-
mendation which we have put forward. Earlier this year, at
the Society’s request, one dangerous piece of play
equipment was made safe by the Council. The scheme of
improvements, put forward by the Society under the Land-
scapes for Leisure 1989 programme, has been largely
accepted by the Council. Some suggestions have already
been implemented, although the full scheme will take a
number of years to effect.

AIRCRAFT NOISE

The Society’s approach to the Civil Aviation Authority
on the subject of increasing noise from aircraft flying over
some parts of Chislehurst elicited an admission that
Heathrow departures passing close to Chislehurst have
increased by 16% over the last three years. CAA denied,
however, that there had been any changes to the flight
paths into or out of the major London area airports for
many years: it was also claimed that aircraft leaving
Heathrow’s easterly runways should be at or above 4000
feet by the time they pass over Chislehurst and that this
would be true also for aircraft leaving the Biggin Holding
Pattern for Heathrow. Further progress on this issue seems
likely to depend on building up a record of complaints
about individual instances of noisy aircraft; members
could help the Society’s case by reporting noisy flights
direct by telephone to CAA at the time. Ring 081 745 6597
and ask for a written reply. It would also be helpful if you
would pass details of your complaint (and any reply
received) to Mrs. Mary Holt, 13 Oakleigh Park Avenue,
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PB.

The Airfields Environment Federation, to which the
Society is affiliated, made strenuous efforts to secure the
inclusion of aircraft noise in the Environment Protection
Bill currently going through Parliament. Although the
AEF’s proposal was supported by a number of MPs, the
Government has not so far been persuaded. The AEF will
be exerting further pressure on Ministers and MPs on this
issue and in due course the Society will be invited to
participate in the campaign.

The Society has lodged objections to the proposed
design changes to the bridge for the East London River
Crossing; this modification would, if allowed, facilitate the
use of larger jets at London City Airport and would lead to
increased noise nuisance in the Chislehurst area. The
Society will be making written representations to the public
enquiry which opens in July.

The Society has written to Bromley Council supporting
the establishment of the London Helicopter Advisory
Committee and expressing concern about noise and safety
protplems that will arise from more intensive use of these
craft.




The Society is now represented on a Bromley Federation
of Residents Association’s Committee which liaises with
Br(t)_mll;y Council on all questions related to Biggin Hill
airfield.

BEQUEST TO THE COMMUNITY

Chislehurst is extremely fortunate in having so many assets
given by wealthy individuals or by ‘‘public subscription’’,
from the rights over our commons to many buildings. The
majority of our churches, village schools and halls were
such gifts.

This public spirit did not cease in the distant past — the
most recent example was the gift of the magnificent
Hawkwood estate by Robert and Francesca Hall in 1958.
Today large bequests are made by Chislehurst residents,
from time to time, to charities ranging from the RNLI to
animal welfare organisations.

It would be nice to think that there are still public-spirited
individuals and families in Chislehurst with the wealth and
the desire to benefit the whole community. Here is a
suggestion for their consideration: the Chislehurst Society
needs its own headquarters with facilities for its own use
and that of other local bodies. Like the community
buildings of the past this is surely worthy of their
munificence.

If such a gift is beyond the means of a single benefactor,
what about ‘‘public subscription” — the term so often
used in the last century for contributions made by local
residents?

What better or more tax efficient way of showing one’s
appreciation of one’s time in Chislehurst than by making a
bequest to our own local amenity society, The Chislehurst
Society (a charity affiliated to the Civic Trust), for this
worthwhile purpose?

PARK ROAD RESIDENTS SEE OFF
LONDON BUSES

Full up — there’ll be another along in a minute. And there
was. And another. And another. Park Road became
jammed with single and double-deckers as the full horror
of LRT’s crazy scheme for routing buses down this narrow
residential street became all too apparent. On Bank
Holiday Monday, 7 May, residents woke to find their road
had become the new official route for the 61, 227 and 328
buses without any prior warning or consultation.
Effectively this meant 152 bus movements a day between
6.00 a.m. and midnight with a combined weight of
approximately 1,200 tons. The street is approximately 14’
wide and a bus 8’ wide. People sitting on the top deck gota
bonus for their fares as they could see straight into
bedroom windows as they passed by. A road of terraced
houses with no off-street parking facilities, Park Road has
long had serious problems with parking and with heavy and
speeding traffic. Queen’s Road, leading into Park Road
and in a similar situation, also felt the detrimental effects of
the new route. The narrow pavements, an additional
hazard, are often encroached upon as thoughtless car
drivers park their cars with two wheels on the pavement,
forcing pedestrians to walk in the road. As a thoroughfare
to the High Street it is used extensively by shoppers,
including elderly people and mothers with children. Buses
mounted the pavement on numerous occasions to get
through so within days it was cracked in places. LRT could

hardly have chosen a more unsuitable road for their
purpose, but once a bus route is established it is very
difficult to alter. All these facts produced an instant,
unanimous and vociferous backlash by Park Road
residents and non-residents alike. Letters and telephone
calls flew in all directions. Support came from all quarters,
with our M.P., Roger Sims, weighing in early on. Bromley
Council was extremely helpful. London Buses applied for
double yellow lines both sides of the street but this was
refused. A small committee was set up to help co-ordinate
the effort and a petition was soon underway, which even
bus drivers and their passengers signed. A site meeting took
place on Monday, 14 May, between representatives of
London Buses, Bromley Council and the local police. On
Tuesday, 15 May, joyous residents were informed by the
Council that it was all off and the buses would revert to
their original route from midnight, Friday, 18 May. The
petition, with almost 1,000 signatures gathered in a very
short space of time, was presented to the Mayor to be
lodged on file, as arranged by Councillor Mrs. Joan
Wrykes. A short sharp fight but it is so encouraging that the
will of the people can be brought to bear. Meanwhile, Park
Road residents will press ahead with their plans to get road
humps installed just as soon as possible.

NATIONAL TRUST EVENTS

26 July 1990.

National Trust (Orpington & Chislehurst). Postal
History Before and ter 1840 — The 150th
Anniversary of The Penny Black by Mr. C. G. Harman
at 8pm St. Olaves School, Goddington Lane, Orpington.
Enquiries: 0689 32911.

23 August 1990.

National Trust (Orpington & Chislehurst). The
Wonder of Wood — An Evening of Poetry and Song
— Téte A Téte at 8pm New Village Hall, High St.,
Orpington. Admission: £2. Enquiries: Ian Bartram 0634

666035.

13 September 1990.

National Trust (Orpington & Chislehurst).
London’s Green Belt: Its History, Problems and
Prospects by Mr. R. W. G. Smith at 2.30pm Chislehurst
Library, Red Hill, Chislehurst. Enquiries: 0689 32911.
27 September 1990.

National Trust (Orpington & Chislehurst). Biggin
Hill and The Battle of Britain by Air Commodore
Probert at 8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road,
Orpington. Enquiries: 0689 32911.

11 October 1990.

National Trust (Orfinﬁtou & Chislehurst). The
Work and History of The National Art Collections
Fund by Mr. Stephen Jones at 2.30pm Crofton Halls,
Crofton Rd., Orpington. Enquiries: 0689 32911.

25 October 1990. .
National Trust (Orpington & Chislehurst). The
National Trust in Cornwall by Mrs. Eileen Beall at 8pm
Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Rd., Orpington. Enquiries:
0689 32911.



