








BROMLEY FEDERATION OF RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATIONS—THE BOROUGH PLAN
A report by Alun Jones

During the next two years the Bromley Federation
of Residents’ Associations and the CRA in particular
will find themselves closely involved in consultations
with the Borough Council over ‘The Borough Plan’.

The Greater London Development Plan, which was
produced in the 1960s was later amended and became
‘The Modified Greater London Development Plan’
which, in laying down the guiding framework for all
London’s developments for the next 30 years, required
that every Borough produced a local plan which took
into account the needs and requirements of its
residents and of the area.

Bromley Council are in the process of producing
their Borough Plan and will be consulting with
Residents’ Associations through the Federation.
Residents’ Associations are free, however, to com-
municate directly with the Borough Council,

The five stages of processing the plan are as
follows:

1. Appraisal Area Reports
Mainly a fact-gathering stage. The Borough has
been divided into seventeen areas of like interest
(loosely based on Electoral Wards) and in the
coming months the Council will issue reports
covering such subjects as housing and popula-
tion, shopping, transport and communications,
open spaces and recreation. The only comments
required at this stage should be on the accuracy
and fullness of the facts.

2. Report of Survey
Having completed the appraisal of the Borough
and assembled all the comments, the Council will
then produce a ‘Report of Survey’. Here the
differences, similarities and overlapping items
of general concern and interest between the
various areas of the Borough will be identified.

3. Draft Written Statement
This is the crucial stage. The ‘Statement’ should
be ready in late 1981 and consist of reasoned
justifications for every proposal Bromley Council
wishes to adopt. Should anyone wish to effect
any changes to these proposals, then it is at this
stage they must make their major effort.

4. The Plan
About the end of 1981 or early 1982 the
Borough Council will prepare the Plan, copies
of which will be provided for the use of the
Federation. Advertisements in the London
Gazette and local newspapers will state where
copies are available for general inspection and
the manner in which objections shall be made.

5. Making the Plan
If there are no valid objections then Bromley
Council will adopt the plan some time in 1982.
Otherwise a Public Inquiry will have to be
mounted.

The Federation has set up a special sub-
committee to report on the Borough Plan to all
member associations. The CRA have been invited to
nominate a delegate for this sub-committee. The
CRA Executive Committee will keep members
informed of developments in future issues of ‘The
Cockpit’.
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SAVE THE VILLAGE SIGN

A Fund has been opened to raise the £1,400 needed
to renovate and reinstate the Chislehurst village sign.
The Fund is lodged at Midland Bank, in the High
Street. The custodians are Mr. Davies, Manager,
Midland Bank, Mr. Robin Browne, Royal Parade
and Rev. Arthur Heathcote, Graham Chiesman
House.

The Board of Commons Conservators are not
empowered to raise money for this purpose but are
custodians of the village sign, which is on Common
land.

The CRA had asked the Council to use a little of its
Lottery proceeds to help defray sign refurbishing
costs, or make a special grant to the Conservators for
this purpose. Unfortunately they declined.

So it’s now up to us. Please call at the Midland
Bank and make a donation, or send a cheque
‘Chislehurst Village Sign Fund’. If everyone in
Chislehurst gave ten pence it would be enough, but
to all our CRA members we say please give
generously. Let’s get our village sign back where it
belongs as soon as possible.

CHISLEHURST GOODS YARD ACTION
COMMITTEE

Residents continue to complain about the increasing
activities of Amey Roadstone Corporation vehicles in
the area, and the CRA supported the Action
Committee at their meeting with LBB Highways
Committee in June.

COMMONS CONSERVATORS’
PUBLIC MEETING

A number of CRA members attended the public
meeting in Chislehurst Village Hall on 23rd May.
Among the matters raised in the open discussion,
were items of concern to both the Conservators and
CRA: the threat of increased traffic through the
Commons following the ‘improvement’ to the A20/
Perry Street junction; the protection of trees
throughout the area; and the surrender of Common
land if the Council’s thoughts on changes at Ashfield
Lane/Loop Road should proceed.

Our Chairman, Alun Jones, expressed the Associa-
tion’s sincere thanks to the Conservators for the
splendid work they do in maintaining the Commons
and in catering for our wide range of interests and
enjoyment.

LOCAL PASSIONS

The Association relies on ‘The Cockpit’ to keep
members informed of its more important activities.
We also keep in contact with the local paper whose
publishers are in business to sell newspapers, which
they do by reporting in a lively and imaginative way
on items of local news but without committing
themselves to the passions that often run high in
Chislehurst. Perhaps it would be no bad thing if they
sometimes let their emotions show a little by
adopting more of a crusading role, especially as
Chislehurst has a natural beauty worth crusading for.
What better way to start than by announcing on their
front page that they have made a generous donation
to the Village Sign Fund. That is if CRA members
haven’t beaten them to it!
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THE ABBEYFIELD BROMLEY SOCIETY

Up and down the country the Abbeyfield Society
provides homes for elderly people, where they can
have their own room, share the community of fellow
residents, and receive two meals a day from a
housekeeper. The Bromley Society has just announced
its first Abbeyfield House — in London Road. If you
are interested in the work of this Society and would
like further information, please contact the Secretary,
Miss I. J. Thurgood, 75 Blackbrook Lane, Bickley
BR2 BAZ.

One ‘side-effect’ benefit from the Society’s work is
that large houses of character are retained for con-
version and do not become fodder for developers’
bulldozers.

CIVIC TRUST NEWS

The CRA is a member of The Civic Trust, an
independent charity which encourages the protection
of the environment particularly of towns, cities and
villages. It is not an official body funded by central
government.

The Society’s Newsletter is a bi-monthly magazine
containing a wealth of nationwide information on
local amenity affairs, and neat summaries of the latest
Government publications. Its cost is £2.50 a year from
The Civic Trust, 17 Qarlton House Terrace, London
SW1. To those of you who care for your surround-
ings, you'll find Civic Trust News good value.

OFFENDING NEIGHBOURS

It sometimes happens that the CRA is asked to
intervene in disputes between neighbours, although it
is our belief that a personal approach in the first
instance is usually the better way.

Complaints cover a variety of things and the
chances are that the offender does not realise that he
is causing a nuisance or maybe even breaking the
law. These are some of the complaints we hear about:
dogs bark, howl, wander over or foul gardens and
footpaths; drivers park cars and vans indiscriminately
sometimes blocking enfrance to properties; people
erect ugly fences, walls, extensions, garages, without
consideration for their neighbour’s outlook; and now
the latest complaint to reach us concerns the garden
fire which smoulders when there is washing on the
line next door, or someone trying to have tea on
the lawn, or merely wishing to leave the windows
open.

A friendly approach by the aggrieved party will
usually have the desired result and save the situation
from deteriorating, If you are an unwitting offender
then please respond with understanding if your
neighbour tells you of the cause of his grievance.

We hope that few, if any, of our members will
doubt the wisdom of this course of action, but should
the personal approach fail then we will interest
ourselves in members’ complaints if asked.

CHISLEHURST MAY QUEEN 28th APRIL

The weather again was very unfriendly being dry
and cold, but the hardy crowd present were rewarded
with an excellent display of maypole dancing by the
May Queen’s retinue, country dancing by the

Brownie Guides and a display by the Rotherhithe
Drum and Trumpet Corps.

Miss Melanie Peacock was crowned May Queen
for 1979.

CRA SOCIAL — 4th JUNE

The mid-year Social at Graham Chiesman House
was attended by many new members and was a very
enjoyable evening. It was encouraging to note that
many of the new members present came from the
more recently developed parts of Chislehurst, thus
indicating that the interest in and concern for the
preservation of our district is not confined to the
well-established residents. The guests mixed well and
the members of the Social sub-committee are to be
congratulated on their hard work prior to and during
the evening.

HERITAGE SOCIETY

We have several times been asked for information
about the quaintly-named Men of Kent and Kentish
Men. It is a county organisation that is deeply
interested and active in protecting and enhancing the
magnificent heritage of our towns and villages and
the beauty of the Kent countryside. It also promotes
good citizenship, and encourages friendliness and
fellowship.

As many of the members of the Chislehurst/
Sideup Branch have over the years moved away to
other areas and are thus not able to attend meetings,
the committee is keen to increase local membership.
Prospective members, who must have been born in
the county or have lived in Kent for five years, or
can claim descent from Kentish stock, should phone
or write to the Branch Secretary, Miss Pat Bushell,
who will be pleased to supply further information and
application forms. There is an entrance fee of £1
and the annual subscription is £2.50 (additional
members of a household £1.75 each). There is a
distinctive necktie and badge for members to wear
and they are welcome at functions of any branch.
These include varied social and sporting events and
visits to historic parts of the county and beauty spots
within its borders.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Chislehurst, delightful modern residence on high
ground near Chislehurst station and golf links. 5
bedrooms, 3 reception, lounge, hall, servants’ sitting
room, garage, admirably planned. £4,300 freehold.

"Il'h24price is correct, The advertisement appeared
in 1944,





