
�~�-�- �-�-�- �- �-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�- �-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�.�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�- �-�-

THE COCI(PIT 
NEWSLEITER OF THE CHISLEHURST RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 

The Cockpit, on Chislehurst Common, has been the traditional meeting place for Chislehurst people on a/l great occasions 
from time immemorial. 

Chairman: T. A. Bushell, A.M.Inst.T. 
Vice-Chairman:' Alistair Gunn, M.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. 
Hon. Treasurer: Alex Drage, A.H.A. 

No. 8 

Water Tower Seat. Our Cru.innan persuaded the late 
Chislehurst & Sidcup Urban District Council to preserve 
the armorial shields, formerly on the Water Tower, and 
the Council agreed to erect them in some form of monu
ment or seat on the site of the tower. Unfortunately, 
their successors, the Bromley Borough Council, on 
grounds of economy J declined to honour this agreement 
but consented to hand the shields to this Association. 

Your committee advertised a public competition for 
designs for the proposed seat and, after an extension of 
the time limit, accepted the design of Mr. F. Snocken 
and awarded him the prize of £5 offered. 

The Association has now opened a subscription list to 
cover the anticipated cost of materials and erection, esti
mated at £150 and bas opened the list witb a. donation of 
£25 from Association funds. Within a few hours of this 
being published in the Kentish Times the first donation, 
in the form of a cheque for £5, was received from our 
member, Mr. S. F. H. Glynn. 

The Borough has failed to honour an obligation, but 
we would like to show them that the community spirit 
in Chislehurst is high and · that we are capable of this 
corporate effort ourselves. We, therefore, ask for the 
support of our members and the public at large. Any 
surplus over requirement w!.ll be passed to the Board of 
Commons Conservators to be :1pplied by them in the 
provision of commemorative stones marking historic spots 
on the Commons. 

Public Lectures. Two lectur .. in suppoJ't of the Water 
Tower Seat Appeal will be given by Mr. T. A. Bushell. 

Hon. Secretary:-Mrs. M. S. Holt, 
13 Oakleigh Park Avenue, 
Cbislehurst, Kent. 

November, 1969 

The first, on Wednesday, 26th November, will be " Old 
Chislehurst" (in black and white), at the Village Hall, 
Church Lane, Chislehurst, at 8.0 p.m. The second will be 
an entirely new lecture, not previously given, entitled 
" Chisiehurst, Old & New, in Colour" and it will be given 
at the Publi c Library. Higb Street, Chislehurst, on Tues
day, 2nd December, at 7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. It should be 
mentioned that accommodation at the Library is limited 
to the first 100 arrivals. 

Members who are unable to attend these lectures and 
who wish to subscribe to this fund may do so at Martins 
Bank, Chislehurst, or to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Alex 
Drage, or to any member of the Committee. 

May Queen. In brilliant weather on Saturday, 3rd May, 
Miss Yvonne Humphreys was duly crowned the 46th 
May Queen of Chislehurst in due succession in the present 
series. The judges for the carnival entries were Lady 
Baker, Lady Willis and Dame Patricia Hornsby-Smith. 
About 600 people attended-among them the Member of 
Parliament for Chislehurst. 

Road Safety. Mr. F. W. Grundy represents us on the 
Borough Road Safety Panel and is making continuous 
efforts to secure some kind of controlled crossing at the 
foot of Summer Hill. The number of accidents at the 
Loop Road/ Ashfield Lane crossing continues to cause 
concern. The Association is pressing for a Stop sign there. 

F.R.R.A. MT. Alex Dragerepresents us on 1!b.e Federa
tion of Ravensbourne Residents Associations, attends 
regularly and keeps us informed on events of concern to 
Residents' Association throughout the Borough. 
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CHISLEHURST WATER TOWER 

The winning design by Mr. F. Snocken for ~ seat incorporating 
a stone shield from the former Water Tower on Summer Hill 

The Chislehurst Water Tower stood astride the road to 
Bromley for 103 years. Built by Mr. George Wythes in 
1860 as the front gate to his Bickley Hall Estate, it was 
a real water tower with a large iron tank above the arches. 
He placed his arms in stone on both sides of the building. 
The same arms may be seen today on the sign of "The 
Bickley Arms" at Lower Carnden. 

The only road to Bromley in 1860 was via Chislehurst 
Hill (now called the Old Hill), but with the opening of 
Chislehurst railway station on its present si te Mr. Wythes' 
private road came into general pedestrian use and, at the 
instigation of Lord Sydney, about the year 1864, it 
became a public highway. As the estate was gradually 
developed, Bickley Hill and Bickley Park Road came into 
use as the main road to Bromley. 

The pintles for the gates were on the Chislehurst side 
of the tower arches, but the gates were never fitted. Both 

sides of the building were inhabited up to the time of 
demolition in 1963. They formed unusual and rather 
primitive residences with their narrow gothic windows and 
their "staircases" in the form of a winding stone newel; 
but the occupants did not wish to be displaced and were 
loth to leave. 

Many famous people passed under the Chislehurst 
Water Tower. The Empress Eugenie and the Prince 
Imperial did so on their flight from France in 1870 and, 
of course, frequently in subsequent years. The Emperor 
Napoleon III arrived by train after his release by the 
Germans in 1871. Queen Victoria paid three visits to the 
Imperial family at Camden Place and on each occasion 
insisted on bringing her own carriage. The royal coach
man travelled with it and usually arrived with a black
ened face after the passage of Chislehurst (now called 
Elmstead) tunnel. Tsar Alexander II of Russia passed 



through in May, '1874. Members of several royal bouses 
and otber distinguished representatives were bere for the 
funeral of the Emperor in 1873 and an even greater 
number for the funeral of the Prince Imperial in July, 
1879. The Prince was held in great esteem by the people 
of Chislehurst and we are told that on the occasion of his 
funeral the Water Tower arches were lined with white 
and purple violets. Violets were one of the badges or 
symbols of the Bonapartes and they may be seen carved 
on the monument to the Prince which the local residents 
erected on the commons in 1881. 

It was not the passage of these notable people that 
caused the old tower to be regarded with so much affec
tion. It was the gateway to Chislehurst. Through it 
passed generations of people on their lawful occasions
on honeymoons and holidays, on their everyday affairs. 
Through it passed their men and women to the wars from 
which many never returned. It was somehow the symbol 
of Chislehurst .and, so far as is known, there was nothing 
like it anywhere else in England. 

Beomley Consumers Group and Bromlcy Civie Planning 
Association. We have affiliated ,to both of these societies 
as being very helpful in many aspects of our work. The 
former has a Footpaths Section and, at our request, they 
have cleared the long-overgrown path from KemnaI Road 
to Beaverwood Road. 

Chislehurst Public Library. We have had long debates on 
the proposed repairs to and extension of the Redhill 

In 1963, 2,700 people signed a petition for the reprieve 
of the tower, and it could easily have been saved as space 
for a road round it had been reserved. But the Sidcup 
councillors wanted a double-decker bus from Sidcup to 
Bromley and so the tower was doomed. Its ending has 
a small niche in local history, for the order for demoli
tion corresponded with the annual meeting of this Associa
tion and result in· a unan-imous resolution reaffirming 
our desire for separation from Sidcup. A telegram was 
accordingly sent to the Minister of Housing & Local 
Government timed to reach him immediately before he 
entered the House of Commons for the final debate on 
the London Government Bill. The House acceded to our 
request and thus Chislehurst was divided from Sidcup 
and became part of the new London Borough of Bromley. 

The Water Tower has gone, but so has the Chislehurst 
and Sidcup Urban District Council. And the erstwhile 
Sidcup councillors are still waiting for their double-decker 
bus to Bromley! 

Library. A majority of our committee members at one 
time felt that the expenditure of £21,000 was unjustified in 
present circumstances. The Town ~lerk subsequently 
wrote explaining that repairs were urgently necessary to the 
boiler and the flooring. The electric wiring also required 
renewal. The Borough Council felt that, as the library 
was below the standard justified by the size of our popula
tion, the extension should be undertaken in conjunction 
with the repairs. An extended canvass of members was 

CHISLEHURST RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 

To the Manager, Martins Bank Ltd., High Street, thislehursl. 

please receive ............ .. . subscriptions 10 the Chislehursl Res idents' Association, at 2/6d . per annum. Total: ..... ........ , ... . . . 

Names ......... .. . ... . ... .. ........... . ' .... ... ...... ~ ... . . . ..... . .... . ... If new member please tick: ........ . .... . . . . . 

Address 

Subscriptions may also be sent to the Hon. Treasurer: Alex Drage, 53, Heathfield, Chislehurst, or to the Hon. Sec.: 
Mrs. M. S. Holt,13 Oakleigh Park Avenue, Chislehurst, or to any member of the Committee. 
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undertaken and when it was found that most were in 
favour of the extension of the Library, the Town Clerk 
was informed accordingly. 

Marlings Park Property Owners' Association, which was 
wound up during the year, elected to hand the balance of 
its funds, amounting to £30, to us and as a result we 
admitted to membership their 97 members, some of whom 
have paid an additional subscription. 

Your Committee has also dealt with a large number of 
other matters since the last issue of this Newsletter, among 
them objections to a stone-processing and aggregate 
works at Chislehurst goods yard, disturbances in the 
vicinity of Hawkwood Lane, fly-posting on empty shops, 
street lighting in winter, etc. 

COMMITIEE 

Miss D . P. Bushell, T. A. Bushell, A.M.Inst.T. (Chairman), both of 48 Green 
Way, Chislehurst. B. G. Coffin. Rider's Way, Ashfield Lane. Chislehurst. Miss J. 
Cunningham, 9 Lower Camden, Cbisleburst. A . L. Drage, A.H.A. (Hon. 
Treasurer), 53, Healhfield, Chisleburst. C. M. Dunn, Hoblands Cottage, 
KemnaJ Road, Cbisleburst. G . Easden, J. Easden, both of 1 Paddock Way, 
Holbrook Lane, Chislehurst. Mrs. T. Facer, Upinfold, Manor Park Road, 
Cbislehunt. F. W. Grundy, 27 Lubbock Road, Chislehunt. A. L. Gunn, 
M.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. (Vice-Chairman), 9 HolbrookHouse, St. Paul's Cray 
Road, Chislebunt. N . T. D. Hocknell, Manor Place Lodge, Manor Park, 
Mrs. M. S. Holt (Hon. Se{;retary), 13 Oakleigh Park Avenue, Chislehurst. 
Mrs. O. Jarrett, 90 Chislehurst Road, Orpington. S. W. Mack~ M .lost.T., 
Little Maxbys, Raggleswood, Chislehurst. F . G. Snocken, 18 Weslhurst 
Drive, Cbislehurst E. Thompsoo, I Green Lane, Chisleburst. 


