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The sound of a woodpecker drew my attention 
away from the rabbits and I continued on my walk. 
Into the most ancient part of the woods I saw the 
fragile beauty of wood anemones, their lustrous 
white petals reminiscent of snowdrops. The path 
wound upwards and, in a corner of a field, I saw 
the russet coat of a fox, shining in the sun. I 
observed the animal as it lay seemingly oblivious to 
its surroundings. In the field alongside the margin 
of the wood, ten horses galloped playfully . A 
white horse with black rear quarters gambolled 
happily as I took the path up the hill and towards 
the car park, from where I had commenced my 
walk. Two magpies whirled and dived above my 
head, as if they were aware of my presence and 
putting on a show just for me. The beauty of the 
wood had emiched me once again and I felt 
spiritually revived. 

Steve Johnson 
Chairman of the Friends of Scadbury 

PEOPLE OF SCADBURY EXHIBITION 

This exhibition, organised by Orpington and 
District Archaeological Society, is at Bromley 
Museum, The Priory, Orpington between 7 
October and 5 November, Monday to Saturday 
from 10 am - 5 pm, and Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm. 

DIARY DATES 

Friends of Scadbury have a full programme of 
events planned for the autumn and winter. For the 
following 'Workdays', meet at the Tree Centre 
10 00 am unless otherwise stated. Everybody is 
welcome but children must be accompanied. All 
events are organized by the Friends unless 
otherwise stated. 

- Saturday 1 October - 'Taste of the Wild' 
weekend. An introduction, for adults and families, 
to conservation work within nature reserves: a) 
clearing under veteran trees and b) finding and 
lifting self-sown saplings for relocation. Meet 
10.00 am at old Perry Street car park entrance to 
Scadbury Park. 
- Saturday 15 October - 'Seed collection and 
propagation' . Come along to collect and sow 
native seeds of local provenance. 
- Saturday 19 November - Sycamore clearance in 
Littlewood. 
- Saturday 17 December - Hedge planting and 
maintenance at the picnic site. 
- Saturday 21 January - Pond clearance works in 
the Alder Valley. 

- Saturday 18 February - Tree felling in Bushy 
Clump. 
- Saturday 18 March - Bramble clearance in the 
wildflower meadow. 

Walks and Talks 

- Monday 10 October - two-mile ramble into 
Scadbury Park from the other side. Meet 
Cotmandene car park, off Chipperfield Rd at 10.00 
am. 
- Saturday 15 October - Bromley Ramblers (020 
8851 3484) lead a six-mile walk through 
Hawkwood Estate and Scadbury Nature Reserve. 
Meet at Old Perry Street Car Park at 1 pm. 
- Saturday 22 October - three-mile Autumn Stroll 
through Scadbury Nature Reserve and back to the 
Sydney arms for lunch. Meet Old Perry Street car 
park at 11.00 am. Saturday 26 November - Dog 
walk around the Acorn Trail for sociable dogs on 
leads. Meet Old Perry Street car park at 9.00 am. 
- Friday 10 March - RSPB-led walk (0208 402 
9286) around Scadbury Park listening to the birds. 
Meet at Old Perry Street car park 

THE BIG DRAW IS BACK 

The Chislehurst Common Family Fun Big Draw is 
back again after last year's outstanding event. This 
year's event promises to be even bigger and better 
than last year's. The National Big Draw is 
designed to help even the most reluctant over the 
'I can't draw' hurdle. 

Come and join us to 'Colour in the Commons' on 
Saturday 8 October between 12 noon and 4 pm on 
the Common, between School Road and Manor 
Park Road, across from St Nicholas Church. We 
are planning an afternoon of family fun, filled with 
loads of colourful drawing, calligraphy with 
feathers and twigs, T-shirt creations, balloons for 
launching and a storyteller to enchant us. Don't 
miss out on the day. Art materials will be available 
for a £2 donation. All profits go to support the 
Chislehurst and St Paul's Cray Common 
Conservators and the work they do all year to keep 
our commons beautiful. 

Donna Bompas 

ENVIRONMENT BROMLEY (ENBRO) 

ENBRO is voluntary body, founded by the late 
Philip Danniel to conserve both the natural and 
human-created environment of the Borough and 
adjacent areas. This year, 2005, is the association's 



silver jubilee year. Among its many varied 
activities across the Borough, ENBRO has 
organised litter-picking sessions in Chislehurst (see 
picture on page 8). 

Chislehurst Society executive committee member 
and Commons Conservator, Mr David Calver has 
been instrumental in organising these. A major 
litter-picking offensive was launched on Tuesday 30 
August, right after the bank holiday; another 
session was held the same day on Keston Common. 
The Chislehurst session covered the Cricket Ground 
and areas around the Rambler's Rest, the Tiger's 
Head, the Crown and the Queen's Head, as well as 
both the ponds and the woods around Prince 

Imperial Road. Two children joined in to help their 
grandfather, who was one of the volunteers. The 
team filled 24 bags with the litter collected. Well 
done to all concerned and a hearty 'thank you' from 
all Chislehurst residents. 

These sessions are a good way to combine getting 
some healthy exercise with a socially and 
environmentally useful activity . Anyone interested 
in getting involved in future sessions should contact 
David Calver via the Society's PO Box or phone 
number (see foot of back page). Enquiries about 
other aspects of ENBRO's work should be made to 
the chairman, Mrs Pat Mansfield, on 020 8658 
6953. 

THE GENEROUS TAXMAN 

Does that sound like an oxymoron? The Inland Revenue can actually be quite generous if you rub its tummy the 
right way. True, it is not as generous as the public: donations to charity have almost doubled over the past 18 
months as Britons gave generously to international disasters such as the tsunami. BACS Payment Schemes have 
shown that donations rose to £6200 million. Nonetheless, BA CS also found that the beneficiaries of this 
generosity could have received £419 million a year extra, if more donors used Gift Aid to take advantage of the 
tax breaks afforded to charities. The Ch'slehurst Society is a registered charity and can benefit from Gift Aid 
100 (though we don 't think the Chancellor will give us the whole £419 million!). The Society can claim 28p for 
every pound a tax payer donates (those who pay higher rate tax also receive a rebate of the difference between 
lower and higher rate tax). If anyone is thinking, 'hang on, tax is 22p in the pound, not 28p', the figure is 
derived by working backwards. To have a pound in his or her pocket, a basic-rate tax payer has to earn £1.28 
before tax (£1.28 22 % = 28p). 

Remember, it costs you nothing to Gift Aid your subscription! 

~ -------------------------------------------- ~ 
THE CHISLEHURST SOCIETY - (Registered charity No. 298413) 
GIFT AID DECLARATION 

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS 

Full name of Taxpayer: 

Address: 

. .. . ..... Post code: 

Signature: ..... .. ....... . . .. .......... . .. .. . Date: 

* I want the Chislehurst Society to reclaim tax on all subscriptions/donations that I pay from 6 April 2003 until 
further notice. 

* I confirm that I pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax to be reclaimed by 
the Society (currently 28p on every £ 1 paid). 
(This information will be held in confidence by the Society and will only be used to support tax claims made 
by the Society under the terms of the Gift Aid scheme.) 

Please return the completed form to the Chislehurst Society's treasurer, Mr Colin Saxby, 18 Holbrook Lane, 
Chislehurst, BR? 6PF. 

·7· 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------r--. 

CHISLEHURST'S WILDLIFE RESCUE 

Willow Wildlife Rescue (WWR) would like to 
thank the Chislehurst Society for its generous 
donation and the personal contributions made by 
some of its members. This year has been a busy 
one for WWR, who have treated 394 wild creatures 
that they have rescued, as well as many more in the 
wild. Casualties from Chislehurst have included 
hedgehogs, baby and adult swifts, young 
greenfinches and house martins, and the inevitable 
woodpigeons and foxes . Assistance has been given 
to several Chislehurst residents who for one reason 
or another had been unable to get their pets to the 
vet. More recently, advice has been given to 
residents who were concerned about the welfare of 
the 'white ducks' on Rush Pond. Despite the low 
water level, the ducks are coping, as is the resident 
heron. Getting birds off an island in an emptying 
pond is not as easy as it may seem! The mud is 
very deep and can prove lethal to a rescuer even 
when wearing waders. So long as the birds are 
managing to survive in the little water that remains 
they are better left alone until the water level rises 
and things return to normal. A new pen for housing 
injured badgers or deer is nearing completion, 
although delayed by the inclement weather. This 
has been built (with a little help from Pat and Eddie 
Williams) by Graham Farance, the proprietor of 
Chislehurst's pet supplies shop - Country Scene . 

Members of the Chislehurst team of 
lilterpickers pause from their efforts 

His shop also acts as an unofficial collection point 
for WWR, as passers-by and residents often take in 
injured creatures, and messages from the Commons 
Conservators are passed on when they find wildlife 
in distress . 

I have been helping Pat and Eddie for the last three 
years and have been entrusted with the care and 
rehabilitation of foxes. I am currently caring for 
two fox cubs that were badly injured by cats and 
another one that had either been poisoned or fallen 
victim to a virus, which meant that she could 
hardly walk. WWR undertake the specialist 
treatment and I follow up with the less technical 
work - feeding, cleaning the pen and poop 
scooping! It is important to release them when other 
foxes are naturally leaving their parents; it is all 
worthwhile when you see them become fit enough 
to cope on their own in the wild. It is a privilege to 
assist Pat and Eddie, and Chisl/ehurst's wildlife is 
the better for their care and devotion. Please make 
a note of WWR's telephone number in case you 
find an animal in distress - 07956 472284. 

I'm writing this article on August Bank Holiday 
Monday; Eddie has just dropped off some food for 
the foxes and is now off to help an injured wild 
parrot. I hope he can help. I'll keep you posted in 
future issues. 

Richard Neville 

Prickend Pond, Chislehurst. Photo by loshna Palel , who 
won a Silver medal in the Society's 2005 Photography Awards 
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