










proposals for most of the site to be redeveloped for 
housing. 

The draft planning brief drew nearly 300 responses 
from residents and residents' groups expressing a 
wide range of concerns, in particular about the 
potential loss of visual amenity from the nature of 
the development proposed, the likely traffic 
problems and the pressure on local services. The 
Chislehurst Society and the London Green Belt 
Council also argued that the plan did not adequately 
reflect important government guidelines on the use 
of such protected land, in particular the paramount 
need to preserve the openness of the site. 
Whatever the overall 'footprint', there is a huge 
difference between an area with buildings only at 
the centre surrounded by extensive grounds and an 
area chopped up into private residences, mostly 
with their own gardens. 

Bromley responded to all these representations by 
tinkering with some aspects of the planning brief, 
but its main thrust remains unchanged. We 
understand the current pressure on local authorities 
in Outer London to contribute their share of new 
housing, but the loss of most of this open site 
would be a sad blow, especially as the former 
Aquila site off Blackbrook Lane, close to us in 
Bickley, seems set to go the same way. The blow 
would be a double one, because the departure of the 
College itself would deprive Chislehurst of one of 
its main 'centres of cultural excellence' - an area in 
which we are not all that well-endowed. 

Reg Parry 

LIFE RETURNS TO THE OLD POLICE 
STATION 

As we go to press, the conversion and 
refurbishment of the old Police Station are in full 
swing. For many of us, this will mean a rich 
cocktail of emotions: relief that this handsome and, 
in its own way, historic building has survived at all 
- it is one of the few interesting ones that we have 
in the High Street; pleasure that it is springing back 
to life after years of looking derelict and unwanted; 
hope that its essential character will be preserved in 
its new role as a restaurant; and nostalgia for the 
good old days when it really was a police station. 
Th is is tempered by some satisfaction that the new 
police office up the road is now working so much 
better. There is disappointment, though, that a role 
could not be found for the old building that would 
have helped preserve our High Street as a viable 
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focus point for us as a community. 

On balance, it seems like good news and, in any 
case, it's no good crying over spilt milk. So let's 
hope it will be a good place to eat and will keep its 
competitors on their toes. 

Reg Parry 

WELCOME TO NEW ROAD STEWARDS 

Since our Spring issue, we have recruited 12 new 
Road Stewards. We bid a warm welcome and a 
hearty vote of thanks to 

Mr J. Neil, Elmstead Glade; Mrs U. I. Hawkins, 
Oakwood Close; Miss J. Davies, Clare Court and 
Rosedale Corner, part of Lower Camden; Mrs D. 
Savage, odd numbers of Lower Camden; Mrs M. 
Nunn, 'Mapledene', Kemnal Road; Mrs P. Clift , 
Mainridge Road (part), Hillview Road, Lydstep 
Road and Walkden Road; Mrs Goodall, Robin Hill 
Drive; Mrs M. Raisey, Mainridge Road (evens 
from 12 up and odds from 27 up); Mr A. M. Watt, 
Bull Lane; Mr P. Iredale, Beechcroft; and Mrs M. 
Kelly for Beechwood Rise, Buckingham Drive, 
Gossington Close, Hanover Drive, Stewart Close, 
Toynbec Close and Windsor Close. Mr P Munns, 
who already looks after the odd numbers of 
Westhurst Drive, has volunteered to look after the 
even numbers as well. Although we have made 
previous appeals, we still need Road Stewards for 
Imperial Place, Camden Park Road (numbers I -
50), Lindenfield, Roundwood and Bennetts Copse. 
If you live in or near one of these roads and would 
like to know more about being a Road Steward. 
please contact the membership secretary at The 
Chislehurst Society, PO Box 82, Chislehurst BR? 
5TT or telephone 020 8467 5503 and leave your 
phone number - you will be contacted. We are 
happy for you to take on only part of a road, if a 
whole road would be too much. 

Keith Heselden 

CHISLEHURST ROTARY SUMMER FAIR 

This year the Fair, on Saturday 14th June, had the 
advantage of beautiful weather to perfect the 
wonderful atmosphere of a true vi llage activity. 
Every stall did well from the record number of 
visitors and, in particular, the Society sold over 
£400-worth of publications, including six copies of 
Webb's History of Chislehurst, 20 Millennium 
Maps and 16 copies of the Society's latest 
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publication, The French Imperial Family in 
Chislehurst. The Society's stall was busy from 
lOam to 4pm and, apart from selling publications, 
it attracted a good number of new members. 

A WALK ALONG THE OLD ROAD 

Once again, all 80 tickets for the June social 
evening were sold well in advance. After drinks in 
the lounge bar and an excellent buffet supper, Mr 
Roy Hopper gave us an 'armchair walk' along the 
Old Road from Sidcup to Chislehurst. As he went, 
he described the history of the old houses - and 
there are many of them. Many more people wanted 
to attend this event than we were able to 
accommodate so, for the sake of all those who did 
not have the opportunity to hear Mr Hopper, the 
Society will be publishing copies of the talk later in 
the year. The response of those lucky enough to 
hear it indicates there will be strong demand. 

David Calver 
CRIME ALERT 

Bromley Borough Police warn of an increase in 
thefts from vehicles within the BickIey/Chislehurst 
area , where motor vehicles in shopping areas have 
been stolen from and in some cases the cars have 
been followed to the home address, where a theft 
has then occurred when the car was parked in the 
driveway. 

Suspects are a man and a woman in their twenties 
with a hatchback car. The criminals are not violent 
and so far no one has been hurt. 

Bromley Borough Police are running a Safer Streets 
Initiative and want to help people and to prevent 
theft of and from vehicles . Bromley Borough 
remains one of the safest areas of London to live, 
but the police need your help to make it safer. 

They have given the following advice: 

• Never leave your car unlocked displaying 
handbags, mobile phones or other personal property 
at any time, even when getting a parking ticket or 
loading/unloading your shopping. 
• Keep doors locked when driving and keep any 
bag, car phone or valuables out of sight. If you 
have the window open, only wind it down a little. 
Don' t wind it down far enough to allow someone to 
reach in while you are stopped in traffic. Never 
leave your keys in the ignition when the car is 
unattended. 
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Police Officers will be patrolling in the area 
specifically to deal with these crimes, stopping 
suspect vehicles and persons, but they cannot be 
everywhere and there is no substitute for vigilance 
by members of the public . 

Frances Follin 

SADLY MISSED 

Already during the course of this year, 
Chislehurst has lost through death three of its 
staunchest friends and stoutest defenders - all 
of them former servants of the Society. 

Vincent Dunleavy died in March after a 
prolonged illness. Although never an officer 
of the Society, Vincent served on the 
Executive Committee for many years and 
worked tirelessly on a wide range of issues. 
The High Street was his fIrst love, but 
perhaps he will be remembered most for his 
role in masterminding our campaign to 
acquire charitable status, achieved in 1989. 

Kenneth Leary, a former Treasurer of the 
Society, died in July. He was fust elected to 
serve on the Executive Committee in May 
1990 and, when Norman Bell retired as 
Treasurer in 1992, Ken took over until ill 
health forced him to resign in 1994. He 
remained a Road Steward for some time. 

Then in August came the sad news of the 
death of Mary Halt, who was a former 
Secretary of the Society . After she gave up 
this role, Mary continued to be very active in 
local affairs, producing a much-acclaimed 
directory of all the important buildings in 
Chislehurst and, among other things, 
participating in the London-wide campaign 
against environmental pollution from aircraft 
nOIse. 

VILLAGE SIGN GETS FACELIFf 

Next time you are in Royal Parade, take a closer 
look at our village sign. The Society and Bromley 
Council have joined forces to repair and restore this 
much-loved symbol of Chislehurst. The Society 
met half the cost of restoring the sign, contributing 
£769, while the Council provided the rest of the 
funds to restore the sign and its stand. 
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Our village sign, restored jointly by the Chislehurst Society and Bromley Council 
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