

















publication, The French Imperial Family in
Chislehurst. The Society’s stall was busy from
10am to 4pm and, apart from selling publications,
it attracted a good number of new members.

A WALK ALONG THE OLD ROAD

Once again, all 80 tickets for the June social
evening were sold well in advance. After drinks in
the lounge bar and an excellent buffet supper, Mr
Roy Hopper gave us an ‘armchair walk’ along the
Old Road from Sidcup to Chislehurst. As he went,
he described the history of the old houses — and
there are many of them. Many more people wanted
to attend this event than we were able to
accommodate so, for the sake of all those who did
not have the opportunity to hear Mr Hopper, the
Society will be publishing copies of the talk later in
the year. The response of those lucky enough to
hear it indicates there will be strong demand.

David Calver
CRIME ALERT

Bromley Borough Police warn of an increase in
thefts from vehicles within the Bickley/Chislehurst
area, where motor vehicles in shopping areas have
been stolen from and in some cases the cars have
been followed to the home address, where a theft
has then occurred when the car was parked in the
driveway.

Suspects are a man and a woman in their twenties
with a hatchback car. The criminals are not violent
and so far no one has been hurt.

Bromley Borough Police are running a Safer Streets
Initiative and want to help people and to prevent
theft of and from vehicles. Bromley Borough
remains one of the safest areas of London to live,
but the police need your help to make it safer.

They have given the following advice:

e Never leave your car unlocked displaying
handbags, mobile phones or other personal property
at any time, even when getting a parking ticket or
loading/unloading your shopping.

e Keep doors locked when driving and keep any
bag, car phone or valuables out of sight. If you
have the window open, only wind it down a little.
Don’t wind it down far enough to allow someone to
reach in while you are stopped in traffic. Never
leave your keys in the ignition when the car is
unattended.

Police Officers will be patrolling in the area
specifically to deal with these crimes, stopping
suspect vehicles and persons, but they cannot be
everywhere and there is no substitute for vigilance
by members of the public.

Frances Follin

SADLY MISSED

Already during the course of this year,
Chislehurst has lost through death three of its
staunchest friends and stoutest defenders - all
of them former servants of the Society.

Vincent Dunleavy died in March after a
prolonged illness. Although never an officer
of the Society, Vincent served on the
Executive Committee for many years and
worked tirelessly on a wide range of issues.
The High Street was his first love, but
perhaps he will be remembered most for his
role in masterminding our campaign to
acquire charitable status, achieved in 1989.

Kenneth Leary, a former Treasurer of the
Society, died in July. He was first elected to
serve on the Executive Committee in May
1990 and, when Norman Bell retired as
Treasurer in 1992, Ken took over until ill
health forced him to resign in 1994. He
remained a Road Steward for some time.

Then in August came the sad news of the
death of Mary Holt, who was a former
Secretary of the Society. After she gave up
this role, Mary continued to be very active in
local affairs, producing a much-acclaimed
directory of all the important buildings in
Chislehurst and, among other things,
participating in the London-wide campaign
against environmental pollution from aircraft
noise.

VILLAGE SIGN GETS FACELIFT

Next time you are in Royal Parade, take a closer
look at our village sign. The Society and Bromley
Council have joined forces to repair and restore this
much-loved symbol of Chislehurst. The Society
met half the cost of restoring the sign, contributing
£769, while the Council provided the rest of the
funds to restore the sign and its stand.



Our village sign, restored jointly by the Chislehurst Society and Bromley Council
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