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the hangar's siting in Green Belt land and 
proximity to conservation areas, the North 
Downs and a Battle of Britain heritage site, 
including a consecrated garden of remem­
brance and St George's chapel, dedicated to 
RAF crews killed in World War 11; 

its proximity to residential areas and the orig­
inal RAF buildings within the conservation 
area; 

the likely increase in noise and detriment to 
air quality, which will affect a wide area; 

the possible use of the building outside 
normal working hours, causing further 
distress to residents; 

its planned prominent location, above the 
A233 road, which will make this 15.5 
metres-high building even more noticeable. 

Please write now, to The Rt Hon. John Prescott, 
MP, Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Department of the Environment, Transport and the 
Regions, Eland House, Bressenden Place, London 
SWIE SDU. If an Article 4 direction is not 
granted, Bromley Council will be powerless to 
prevent the construction of the hangar. As stated 
in our last issue, the proposed hangar will be 40 
metres longer than even the largest football pitch 
and is the equivalent of a building six storeys high. 
It could take five Boeing 737s or six BAE 146s or 
four Airbus 420s. If they can use it , sooner or 
later they will - very possibly flying low over 
your garden to get there. 

Brenda CalverlDavid Calver/Frances Follin 

WELCOME 

The executive committee is delighted to welcome 
four new Road Stewards. Residents in 
Queenborough Gardens are now kept in touch with 
the Society by Mrs S. Hunt, those in even 
numbered houses in Green Lane and in Garrard 
Close by Mrs S. Scannell, those in Belmont Lane 
by Mrs A. Warren and those in even numbered 
houses in Grange Drive by Mrs E. Spon-Smith. 
We are very grateful to all four of our new Road 
Stewards and look forward to meeting them at 
future Road Stewards meetings. The next such 
meeting is planned for the morning of Saturday 

2nd December at the Pop-in Parlour. 

Road Stewards are still needed for the following 
roads: Edgehill Road, Lubbock Road (part), 
Manor Park (part), Park Road, Queens Road and 
Slades Drive. If any member living in or near one 
of these roads would like to become a Road 
Steward, or would just like to discuss it further to 
see what is involved, please contact our 
membership secretary, Mr Keith Heselden on 020 
8467 5503, or write to him via the Chislehurst 
Society, PO Box 82, Chislehurst, BR7 STT. 
Please remember that we are happy to divide all 
roads into smaller sections, so that you need only 
take on whatever fits in with your other 
commitments. 

Keith Heselden 

CHANGES TO HEALTH AUTHORITY 
BOUNDARIES 

We all know that the NHS is, in some respects at 
least, in bad shape and that it will take a 
considerable time to put matters right. A 1998 
White Paper, The new NHS: modern, dependable, 
contains a number of proposals that its authors 
hope could make a significant difference over a ten 
year period. One of these is the reorganisation of 
local health authorities into larger units. This 
means that Bromley authority will need to join 
with other, adjacent, authorities. There are a 
number of possibilities, including Southwark and 
Lewisham, for example, but the favoured grouping 
at present is for Bromley to join with Bexley and 
Greenwich. This will produce an area of 750,000 
people covered by one authority. The three 
existing authorities in Bexley, Greenwich and 
Bromley already have a history of co-operation 
and links between their professional staff. If the 
proposed changes go ahead as planned, the new 
authority will start work in April 200 1. 

Other changes are continuing in any case. 
Currently, local medical needs are the 
responsibility of Primary Care Groups of doctors, 
nurses and other medical professionals, which 
provide primary health care and are taking over 
the role of commissioning hospital and community 
services from NHS Trusts (a role, previously, of 
the local health authorities). Primary Care Groups 
in Bromley, Bexley and Greenwich are already 
well advanced with plans to convert to Primary 



~.----------------------------

Care Trusts. The trusts will manage the provision 
of health care services while the health authority, 
relieved of this role, will co-ordinate local policies 
into a coherent whole. Each trust will be a 
separate, decision-making unit responsible to the 
health authority and working within a locally 
agreed framework: the Health Improvement 
Programme. The aim of the Programme is to 
co-ordinate approaches to all the factors that have 
an impact on health: health care services, housing, 
misuse of drugs, pollution and so on. Health 
authorities will need to co-operate with local 
councils and other bodies to achieve this holistic 
approach to health care. Reducing the number of 
organisations that have to work together seems 
desirable in this context. 

A CHRISTMAS DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Christmas in Chislehurst would not be complete 
without the annual Nativity Tableau at the Lych 
Gate of St N icholas Church, opposite the Tiger' s 
Head public house. Come along, bring the family 
for a wonderful start to your Christmas 
celebrations at 6pm on Christmas Eve, Sunday 
24th December. There will be a collection for the 
Whitechapel Mission and the Salvation Army: an 
excellent opportunity to give something to those 
less fortunate than ourselves. 

David Calver 

LIBRARY NOTICE BOARD 

Readers are reminded that, between issues of 
Chislehurst Report and The Cockpit, news items of 
interest to members are posted on the Society's 
notice board in the Library. Copies of The 
Cockpit and Chislehurst Report are also posted 
there, if you lose your copy and need to refer to 
anything . The board has had a smart revamp by 
Mr Alec Herzer, a member who is also a 
professional graphic designer. We are very 
grateful to Mr Herzer for making the board look 
so eyecatching. 

Ken Chapman 

THE LISTENING SOCIETY 

Reports have reached the ears of the executive 
committee that some of our members feel that the 
committee 'does not listen to members' . If anyone 
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has a specific complaint, we would like to know 
the details and will be happy to address the matter. 
The committee is made up entirely of volunteers 
devoting their spare time to Society business; only 
a genuine love of this area motivates us. We want 
to know what members' concerns are, but it should 
be noted that few members ever tell us! The 
Society's postal box number is little used and I 
have not had a single letter taking issue with 
anything in Chislehurst Report since I took over 
the editorship a year ago. We have many 
dedicated road stewards who come regularly to 
road stewards' meetings and keep us informed 
about the views of members in their roads, in so 
far as these are given to them. The Society 
belongs to all its members, however, not just those 
who are most active within it. We are always 
keen to receive the views of our members on all 
matters affecting the Society, so please write to us 
if you have strong views on any relevant matter. 
There is no bar to letters from members being 
printed in Chislehurst Report and both Roy Hopper 
and I would welcome appropriate short articles for 
The Cockpit and Chislehurst Report respectively. 

Frances Follin 

POLICE RETURN TO HIGH STREET 

The executive committee are delighted to hear that 
there are plans for a police presence to return to 
the High Street. Questions may reasonably be 
raised, however, about the proposed 
accommodation for officers based there. The 
Police Authority has applied for permission for a 
temporary structure in the 'Red Cross' car park. 
This would be sited in front of the existing 
building line. It is likely to be an unattractive 
addition to the scene and very possibly not very 
comfortable for those staffing it. Can the Police 
Authority not do better than that? Meanwhile, the 
old police station remains empty! 

Crime figures for Chislehurst and Mottingham for 
the period March - August 199912000 show an 
overall drop of one per cent compared with the 
same period in 1998/1999 (and compared with a 
one per cent rise in Bromley Division). At 1,123 
offences in Chislehurst and Mottingham, the 
difference is not likely to be statistically 
significant. Meanwhile, street crime is up 80 per 
cent (nine offences) and burglary up 14 per cent 
(192 occurrences). Motor vehicle crime and 
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criminal damage show no change over the period 
(398 and 221 offences respectively) but many of us 
-will feel that in a small area such numbers of 
offences are unacceptable and more visible policing 
is highly desirable. 

Invisible policing 

While a visible police presence in Chislehurst is 
currently something to be desired, the Autumn 
issue of the Metropolitan Police's glossy 
newsletter, the Link, suggests that we may have an 
invisible presence here. the Link reports that 
Bromley police are using the latest satellite 
navigation tracking system to trace stolen cars. 
Operation Turbo, as the project is known, is run 
from a 'special control room at Chislehurst'. The 
pal ice have admitted to retaining the use of a room 
at the Police Station so one may infer that its 
hidden inhabitants are communing with their 
satellite. As the number of vehicle crimes in 
Chislehurst has not dropped, however (see above), 
while being two per cent down in the rest of the 
borough, this heavenly guardian seems to have a 
blind spot for its own back yard . Chislehurst 
residents might prefer Operation Bobby on the 
Beat to be run from here. 

NEW SCHOOL PLANNED 

With continued pressure on Bromley's schools 
from rising numbers of pupils from both inside and 
outside the borough, there is a proposal to build a 
new Church of England secondary school in the 
borough. As a voluntary, aided school, the new 
school would be empowered to limit its catchment 
area to the diocesan boundaries. A possible 
location is the Aquilla site adjoining Jubilee 
Country Park, which is expected to be vacated by 
the Ministry of Defence next year. A site in 
Magpie Hall Lane in Bromley, where the Council 
already owns land, is perhaps more likely although 
as Green Belt land there would be planning 
objections. The borough must supply the land 
(around 21 acres would be required), with the 
DFEE supplying the estimated £15 million building 
costs. The new school would remove the need to 
expand other secondary schools in this area, with 
all the attendant disruption this would cause 
(although some expansion may be necessary until 

a new school is available). Plans are still at an 
early stage and residents with views as to the 
location or other aspects of the proposal should 
write to Mr Ken Davis, Chief Education Officer, 
London Borough of Bromley Education Office, 
Town Hall, Tweedy Road, Bromley, Kent. 

DINNER AT THE GOLF CLUB 

The Society's next social evening, as advertised in 
our last issue, is on 23rd November. There are 
still some tickets left (at time of writing) so if you 
have forgotten yours and want to go, there may be 
a few left. Contact Sue Thorogood (020 8467 
2411) or Brenda Calver (020 8467 2510). The 
price is £13 each, including a generous and 
delicious buffet supper; entertainment is supplied 
by the talented singers of Red Hill junior school. 
Some of the school's project work, which won 
many awards at the Alun and Joy Jones Awards 
earlier this year, including the Alun Jones 
Memorial Trophy, will be on display. The Golf 
Club was the home of Emperor Napoleon III and 
his wife the Empress Eugenie after their exile from 
France in 1871, and it makes an interesting and 
comfortable venue for the event. 

CIVIC TRUST STUDY OF HIGH STREET 

Following the approval of a motion by a society 
member at the last AGM, that the Society should 
commission a limited study of the High Street from 
the Civic Trust, the Trust has been asked to carry 
out such a study. The aim is for the Society to be 
pro-active in engaging with issues affecting or 
likely to affect the amenity value of the High 
Street. Rather than merely reacting to proposals 
by the Council or by private developers, we would 
like to be in a position to make our own proposals 
for future improvements. An initial meeting with 
the Civic Trust has taken place and the study 
should proceed soon. A report will appear in this 
publication when the study is complete. We hope 
that this will encourage debate about the future of 
the High Street and provide a framework within 
which future proposed changes can be assessed, as 
well as suggesting positive improvements that may 
be made. It is hoped that visual improvements will 
also lead to increased prosperity for local traders 
and businesses. . 
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