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2 More information is available on our website

On the front page, Society member Jenny Allen places a photograph of her father, Lieutenant Michael Carmody, on the Society’s Wall 
of Remembrance. He was one of many many names, photographs and other memorabilia posted there by residents who wanted to 
recall those who gave so much during the war years. You can read about Jenny’s story of her father on the Chislehurst Society website.

Work started in 2014 on the refurbishment of the Old Chapel, a project that will last until the 
summer of 2015. The large photo below shows the change as at the end of February. When 

completed, the building will have a small office for the use of the Society, upstairs office space than 
can be leased out to provide an income for the Society, and a community space for use by local groups 
and organisations. We are all very excited by the opportunities this will provide for us in the future! 

Derek Nash has been overseeing the project for the Society, and I would like to thank him for the 
extraordinary amount of time and effort he has spent on this major investment.

I am pleased to report on the activities of The Chislehurst Society in the year to 31 December 2014, 
some of which are set out in the following pages, with more on our website. Highlights of the year 

included:

• Starting work on restoring the Old Chapel,
• A wide range of heritage activities, including research, talks, publications and a film,
• Grants awarded of £43,000,
• Significant achievements by the Chislehurst Town Team and Business Group, and
• Increases in Society membership  to take us to levels not seen for ten years.

Looking forward, I am concerned about the impact of the significant reductions in support and funding for 
Chislehurst from the London Borough of Bromley. LBB is having to find £60m (20%) savings in spending 
over the next few years.  Already we have seen it withdrawing from important areas of support, and I fear 
that many more non-statutory activities will cease. We will be looking to our Ward Councillors to help us 
navigate through what appear to be difficult times ahead, and we will keep our members informed via 
email, the website, and on Facebook and Twitter.

RestoRation of the old Chapel
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Last year marked the centenary of the beginning of The Great 
War, World War I. The History Group, led by Joanna Friel, 

wanted to do something that would reflect the huge impact that 
the war had, and still has on us all, and so the brilliant idea of a 
Wall of Remembrance was put into effect. 

Covering almost the whole of the back wall of Sainsbury’s store 
in Chislehurst High Street, the Wall of Remembrance attracted 
everyone’s attention in early August, and so many people made 
their own contribution to it, adding names, photographs, 
postcards and more. It was a moving reminder of how the past 
affects us all. The front cover shows Jenny Allen, a member of the 
History group, adding her own contribution to the wall.

Other WWI commemorations included a Red Cross 
fundraising talk on women in the war, an extended service of 
remembrance at Chislehurst war memorial, making poppies with 
school children, and a second successful lottery bid to make a 
film that tells the story of how Chislehurst Caves were used to 
store munitions during the war. 

The film, Chislehurst – A Town on a Tinderbox, has played to 
full houses each month since September, and will continue until 
June this year, so if you haven’t seen it book now!

Our best-selling book, Chislehurst Through Time, went into a 
second edition and other books are being commissioned – there 
seems to be an unlimited amount of information about our past, 
just waiting to be discovered.

Two remarkable discoveries were made in 2014 – original 
wallpaper designed by artist and craftsman William Morris 
was found on the wall of Bullers Wood School Library, and is 
now being fully investigated, and a door by a local Victorian 
craftsman, William Ledner, was found outside a house being 
refurbished, and almost ended in the tip.

The History Group arranged for a number of properties in 
Chislehurst to be opened to the public in September as part of 
Heritage Open Weekend, and Joanna Friel and her team have 
given talks to local groups, and to primary and secondary schools.

The Restored Camden Park Map continued its tour of 
Chislehurst and Bromley, and a display and booklet featuring 
famous residents whose houses were shown on the map was 
produced – Residents of Renown.

I want to give special thanks to Joanna Friel, who displays 
boundless energy and enthusiasm, and has inspired so many of us 
to make all these things possible. Thanks also to the members of 
the History Group for their work in uncovering our past!

A panel from the Ledner Door - 
Winter - before restoration

The first look at the handmade 
William Morris wallpaper

Tinderbox Town - underground in 
Chislehurst.

histoRy GRoup
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The Society was pleased to agree grants of over £43,000 to local charities, schools and other 
organisations during 2014. A full list is in the Trustees Report. Thank you to Lesley Pullar for 

leading on our grants work.

We gave over £7,000 in 2013 to 
enable the Petts Woods National 
Trust Committee to repair the 
footpath along the Kyd Brook. The 
work was completed in 2014.

An opportunity arose to finance 
an aerial LIDAR survey of 

Scadbury Park and the former 
Kemnal Estate, to identify old 

and important groundworks 
no longer visible as a result of 

vegetation growth.

Brambles present an all year 
problem across the Commons and 
elsewhere. To avoid having to use 
herbicide sprays to control bramble, 
the Society awarded a grant of 
£5,500 to enable the Commons 
Trustees acquire a flail mower to 
deal with the problem.

Three important funerary hatchments 
have long been hanging in the 

Scadbury Chapel, slowly decaying. 
The Society agreed to award a grant 
of £8,200 towards the cost of their 

repair and restoration in 2013. They 
were returned to us in February 

2015 in splendid condition.

GRants



5www.chislehurst-society.org.uk

the town team

A year of real achievement by Chislehurst Town Team and the Business Group!  Both are actively 
supported by the Chislehurst Society, and funding is made available for activities that meet 

our objectives. A full list of achievements is available on www.visitchislehurst.org.uk. Here are the 
highlights.  Thanks to Alison Stammers for the huge amount of time and effort she has given to this 
important project. We are all grateful for the improvements we have seen.
Amenities

• A new village sign was erected on the 
Common, partly funded by The Society 
(seen here on the right). 

• Three new noticeboards, new lamppost 
banners, and new and uniform litter bins 
were installed, alleyways repaved, street 
furniture decluttered, and some alleyways 
repaired.

• Regularly reported any defects – eg dumped 
items, missing or tatty signs, graffiti, broken 
street furniture, unemptied or overflowing 
bins, unsatisfactory street works etc.

Planning
• Pressure was maintained on LBB to make a 

decision on the Library development.
• A new Design Guide for the High Street 

prepared by the Town Team was formally 
approved by LBB planning and put into use.

• Submitted comments on planning 
applications as appropriate.  

• Lobbied (unsuccessfully thus far) for the 
closed car park WC building to be put into economic use.

Parking & Traffic
• Finally saw the introduction of 6 day Season tickets.
• Helped to persuade LBB to undertake Chislehurst traffic flow studies. This is concentrating 

on the A222 first, as this has funding for the next 2 years, and is the Council’s priority.  
• Persuaded LBB to look into the instances of people driving the wrong way down Park Road - 

29 instances were recorded within 6 days!
Planting & Trees

• Secured funding from Sainsbury’s for hanging baskets outside the store.
• Managed to get replacement trees planted to compensate for lost, diseased trees.
• Planted a new garden to the side of the Library.

Visit Chislehurst 
• The website has grown from strength to strength with regular news and local interest stories, 

together with a comprehensive calendar showing what’s on in Chislehurst.
• You can follow Visit Chislehurst on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook accounts.

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Our planning committee met 12 times during last year to review over 500 planning applications 
in Chislehurst. The group lodged objections against 46 of these, and made observations in 

another 50 cases.  The planning committee do not make these comments lightly, and it is important 
that an independent group such as ours holds the LBB Planning Department to account in this 
important area.

We are grateful to Barry Redding, who leads the Planning committee, and to Bob Matthews, Reg 
Parry and Madeline Clarke, who support Barry. Many thanks.

Much small scale domestic development now goes unrecorded, given the relaxation of planning 
requirements for home extensions, which does enable more focus on more important planning issues.  
The Society, working with the Chislehurst Town Team, lodged complaints against a number of High 
Street shops who replaced their shop-fronts without the necessary planning consents, and not in 
accordance with the design guidelines agreed last year.  LBB are taking enforcement action against at 
least one of these.

A large and increasing number of planning applications are in respect of felling of trees. Careful 
management and preservation of our tree stock is important to us, and we are taking steps to increase 
our scrutiny of this area.

One planning highlight of the year was the finalising of the restoration of Coopers Mansion 
House, now part of Coopers School.  This 18th century house was ready to be demolished a few 
years ago, so bad was its state, but the school obtained grant funding, and the building has been 
restored splendidly, for which the Society awarded Coopers its very first Heritage Award.

Peter Miller, a Society member 
and road steward, unveiled the 

Heritage Award at Coopers School.

Traffic congestion, parking and speeding in Chislehurst continue to concern residents. LBB’s 
traffic survey and other issues are being carefully monitored by Roger Lawson, to whom we are 

indebted for the interest he takes. Highlights in 2014 are: 
• A new car park at Chislehurst station supported by the Society, providing much needed 

additional space and helping to remove parked cars from local streets.
• Serious consideration being given by LBB to revised road layouts over the Commons to reduce 

traffic congestion at the war memorial junction, and to reduce accidents at the roundabouts at 
the centre of the commons and at the top of Summer Hill.

• Revised parking charges in the High Street car parks and on the High Street reducing charges 
for long term parking and season tickets to encourage parking there.

• A new filter light at the Willow Grove junction to reduce queuing on Willow Grove.
• Continuing discussions on how to improve the High Street, so it is less dominated by parking 

and traffic.

planninG

tRaffiC and tRanspoRt
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Our work with schools continues apace, with regular meetings of the Schools Forum, led now 
by Joanna Friel, and two events each year; The Mix, and the Society’s Environmental Awards.

The theme of the Awards in 2014 was Remembering Chislehurst. It attracted a large number of 
entries from our schools and students, many of them picking up the theme of the Great War, but 
including a range of imaginative subjects.  

Babington House won the top prize for junior schools and Coopers School won the trophy for top 
senior school. Congratulations to them and to all the prize winners, who can be found on our website.

Many thanks to Vivien Smith, who organised the Environmental Awards for the Society. In 2015 
the Awards will celebrate their 25th year.

Some of the junior prize 
winners and certificate 
holders at the Awards 
Ceremony at Coopers 

School in May.

It became clear during the year that Scadbury Park was under threat.  LBB was not devoting enough 
resource to maintain the Park, even before the threat of future funding reduction, and the Friends’ 

Group at Scadbury was finding it difficult to get new volunteers. Scadbury is such an important 
feature of Chislehurst, well used by residents of Chislehurst, Sidcup and Orpington, that the Society 
resolved to get involved.

We ran a campaign to get LBB more involved, including support from the Friends Forum, offered 
support to the existing Friends Group, and undertook a survey of users on a wet Saturday in November. 
We have since helped create a new inter-active website - www.scadbury-park.org.uk.  

Over 70 people have now offered support, a new mid-week maintenance group has started, and we 
have an interim Friends Board in place. LBB 
have pledged to provide more support, at least 
in the short term. Part of our AGM will focus 
on the need to support Scadbury. Thanks to 
Vivien Smith, who is leading our support.

In other areas, we have not yet found a 
replacement for Tony McClarty, who continues 
to lead the Society’s litter-picking group 
activities. This work will become every more 
important as LBB cuts mean that residents 
will rely increasingly upon groups such as ours 
to combat the constant litter challenge.

Tony has also been successful in dealing with 
litter in Belmont Parade, and getting LBB to 
increase their visits there.

sChools

the enviRonment, and sCadbuRy paRk

Yew Tree Walk in Scadbury - a delightful shady 
prominence, and one of many features in Scadbury 

Park that we are determined to preserve.
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The executive committee is as strong and active as I have experienced in my 8 years with the 
Society. Not everyone remembers that all committee members are volunteers! However, we now 

have professional support. Joanne Jones, our new admin assistant, who joined us in November, has 
already shown how good quality support can make all the difference.

I want to thank Christine Wearn, who oversees our administration and IT, is our link with the 
Commons Trustees and Petts Wood N.T. Committee, represents us on the Bromley Road Safety 
Consultative Panel, and supports Derek Nash as assistant secretary, and on the Building Committee.

Thanks also to Christine Barrett, our link to the local police, (we are only too aware of the fall 
in  regular police presence in Chislehurst - See our website for concerns). She is also the ‘meeter and 
greeter’ at most of our member events, and keeps us all on our toes!

Last year saw the retirement of Roy Hopper and Frances Follin, and I noted our thanks to them in 
last year’s Annual Report and AGM.  Since then Lizzy DeMaid has joined the Committee, providing 
additional legal support to us as well as her communications skills. Lesley Pullar has offered to step 
down as Vice Chair after six years in the role. I am very grateful to Lesley for the support she has given 
me and the Society, and pleased that Lesley wishes to remain on the Executive Committee.

I would also like to thank the growing band of ‘Friends of the Committee’, who assist in many 
of the time intensive activities that are part and parcel of running the Society, and indeed to all our 
members for their support of our important work.

CommuniCations

It is essential that we communicate to members regularly and effectively. Our website attracted 
130,000 visits last year, and our Facebook and Twitter Accounts are well established. We now 

issue an email newsletter to nearly 1,200 of our members on a regular basis. We continue to publish 
Chislehurst Report and Cockpit three times a year.

Thank you to Lizzy DeMaid, who oversees (and does most of ) this work for us.
membeRship

Our membership continued to increase during 2014. We now have 2,418 households (up 3.5% 
on last year) and 4,158 adult members (up 5%) - the highest numbers since 2005 and 2007 

respectively. Road Steward numbers also increased to 145 (up 5). Available records indicate this is the 
highest number since 2010 and possibly a lot longer.

Tony McClarty looks after the membership database, and works to maintain and grow our 
membership and road steward networks.  This is a heavy task, and Tony deserves our thanks for his 
hard work and dedication.

Liz Abels leads on the talks and other events that we put on for members.  Our four afternoon talks 
during 2014 were very well attended, and attendances are growing.  Thank you to Liz, who will be 
announcing more events in 2015.

finanCe

Colin Martin, our treasurer, has ensured that our financial affairs are properly and prudently 
managed.  This was most important in a year that saw us commence the restoration of the Old 

Chapel, and increase our grants activity.
We have registered for VAT, and taken on additional administration support, as we start to run a 

community business from our premises. We are confident in our ability to manage this increase in 
financial activity, and I would like to thank Colin for making our lives as Trustees less stressful.

Our accounts for 2014 are attached in the Trustees’ Annual Report.

people

Tony Allen, Chairman                                                                                        March 2015
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Trustees’ Annual report
THE CHISLEHURST SOCIETY is a Registered Charity, No 298413, with its principal address at 

The Old Chapel, Queens Passage, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5AP, and is established under a Constitution 
adopted in February 1989.

Trustees (and members of the executive committee) during 2014 and up to the date of this report 
were:
Tony Allen (Chairman)
Lesley Pullar (Vice-Chairman)
Derek Nash (Secretary)
Colin Martin (Treasurer) 
Tony McClarty (Membership Secretary) 
Liz Abels
Christine Barrett
Frances Follin (retired April 2014)

Joanna Friel 
Roy Hopper (retired April 2014)
Elizabeth Howard (aka Lizzy DeMaid) (from 
April 2014)
Roger Lawson
Barry Redding 
Alison Stammers
Christine Wearn

The Officers relinquish their office every year and are eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting; 
one half of the other (longest serving) members retire at the AGM, and are also eligible for re-election. The 
Custodian Trustees for the Access Drive (see note to accounts), Messrs Chapman, Parry, Saxby and Turner 
resigned during the year.

Objectives and achievements
The Society’s objects are to promote high standards of planning and architecture in Chislehurst, 

to educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and architecture of Chislehurst, 
and to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of historic, 
environmental or public interest in Chislehurst.

Our planning committee continues to scrutinise all applications for development in Chislehurst; 
new rules introduced by the Government have resulted in some, mainly smaller, developments 
without planning permission. 

We have maintained our  thrice-yearly publications. The history group continues to  produce a 
steady stream of new information about our past. Our website continues to be popular, with more 
than 130,000 visits to the site in 2014. We continue our series of regular free meetings for members 
on a range of local subjects. The Society’s Environmental Awards reached its 24th year, and we again 
supported the annual Big Draw.

We continue to support the plans and action for improving Chislehurst Town Centre providing 
financial and personnel support for the Chislehurst Town Team and Business Groups which oversee 
the programme. 

Grants to local organisations, covering a wide range of our objects, and other affiliations, totalled 
£43,087. 
Financial Review

Interest rates remained unchanged during 2014, and the Trustees have continued to reduce the 
Society’s cash deposits, and fixed income funds, transferring funds into higher yielding investment 
funds. The value of our investments increased by £44,431 in 2014 as stock markets continued, 
somewhat spasmodically, to improve.

Our work to maintain and increase our membership has again yielded positive results, with 
individual membership reaching 4,150 by the end of 2014 – the highest level for many years. 

In early 2013 the Society used part of the legacy from Charles Dunn, a former member, to 
purchase the Old Chapel in Queens Passage.  Work on restoring the building started in November 
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2014 and is expected to be completed in 2015. Once restored, the building will be available as the 
Society’s headquarters, community meeting space and rental space. We have registered for VAT as the 
use of the property changes our business activities, and we have taken on additional administrative 
support to enable us to do this effectively.

Our reserves policy remains unchanged: we need to retain sufficient reserves to generate a regular 
income to supplement our modest subscription income and enable us to finance our objectives. Our 
current reserves are considered large enough to give financial support to local schemes whose activities 
meet the Society’s objectives as laid out in our constitution, and to meet the costs associated with 
delivering this support.

This Report was approved by the Trustees on 18 March 2015 and signed on their behalf by:

A. S. Allen, Chairman                                                C. L. Martin, Treasurer

Notes to the Accounts
Note 1: A grant was received  from the Heritage Lottery Fund to explore the history of the use of 

Chislehurst Caves in WWI.
Note 2:  Gross sales of books were £6,194 (2013: £2,968).
Note 3: Funds for the repair of the Old Chapel are held on interest-bearing deposit account.
Note 4: Investments comprise COIF Investment Fund Income units and Fixed Interest units.
Note 5: A freehold access drive off Lubbock Road, Chislehurst is being retained indefinitely for 

environmental reasons, to enable enforcement of a covenant restricting development to one dwelling 
on land previously owned by the Society. With no cost available and valuation methods lacking 
reliability, the Trustees place no value on it.

Note 6: Designated funds include: Grants fund, for local environmental purposes and the Society’s 
Awards; Premises Fund, for purchase/repair of premises under the terms of the will of Charles Dunn. 
No claims were made against the Environmental Contingency Fund, which has now been closed.
Grants and Affiliation fees:

A total of £43,087 of grants was approved for specific purposes in the furtherance of the Society’s 
charitable objects, including:
Mortuary shed, St Nicholas Church, £2,772 New Village Sign, Town Team £2,650
Three Forest Schools projects 3,600 Flail Mower, Commons Trustees 5,910
Pond restoration, Bullers Wood 7,000 The Big Draw 900
LIDAR survey, ODAS 11,100 Turret restoration, Babington House 8,000

Smaller donations, sponsorship and affiliation fees totalling £1,936 were paid to Elmstead Woods 
Station garden, Open Air Cinema, Remembrance Sunday event, Chislehurst Rocks, and to The British 
Legion, Council for the Preservation of Rural England, London Borough of Bromley Residents’ 
Federation, The London Forum, and Kent History Federation.

The accounts on page 11, and the notes above, having been reviewed by the Independent Examiner, 
were approved by the Trustees on 18 March 2015, and signed on their behalf by:

A. S. Allen, Chairman     C. L. Martin, Treasurer
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Statement of Financial Activity for the year ended 31 December 2014

(for notes to the accounts see page 10) Notes 2014 2013

Receipts

Voluntary

Members’ subscriptions & donations (inc. tax reclaimed) £10,953 £10,453

Legacies Nil Nil

Investment income 38,880 43,700

Grants received Note 1 9,610 6,610

Room rental income 390 Nil

Charitable activities: Promotional sales (net) Note 2 2,736 268

Total receipts 62,569 61,031

Expenses

Costs of generating funds

Voluntary income 1,561 2,194

Charitable activities

Grants to third parties 43,087 21,107

Planning/conservation 2,885 3,913

Publications and local studies 4,333 6,170

Heritage projects 7,167 4,482

Environmental Awards 4,562 2,633

Governance Costs 11,977 20.209

Total expenses 75,572 60,708

Surplus/(shortfall) for the year (13,003) 323

Gains on investments, unrealised 44,431 76,005

Accumulated funds b/fwd 1,674,576 1,598.248

Accumulated funds c/fwd £1,706,004 £1,674,576

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31 December 2014

Cash and short term deposits £16,973 £25,352

Fixed term deposits Note 3 270,159 251,987

Debtors 6,209 Nil

Investments (at market value) Note 4 912,741 928,469

Buildings (at cost) 529,481 484,909

Heritage property Note 5 Nil Nil

Creditors (29,559) (16,141)

Net assets £1,706,004 £1,674,576

The Funds of the Society (including funds designated for particular purposes)

General Fund £171,691 £171,691

Grants Fund Note 6 660,774 703,861

Environmental Contingency Fund Nil 35,000

Premises Fund (restricted) 865,630 761,896

Grants received, not spent (restricted) 7,908 2,128

Total Funds £1,706,004 £1,674,576



The Chislehurst Society
Notice of Annual General Meeting

and
presentation and discussion on

the future of Scadbury Park
on

Tuesday 21 April 2015
7.00 pm in the Methodist Church
Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst

Agenda

1 Reception, and displays of recent Society grants (from 7.00 pm)
2 Introduction and welcome by the Chairman (7.30 pm)
3 Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 29 April 2014
4 Presentation of Annual Report to members
5 Election of officers and executive committee members
6 Members’ questions
7 Open meeting - The future of Scadbury Park (7.50pm)
8 Panel discussion

10 Close of meeting (9 pm)

Note: Only members of the Society are entitled to vote or speak at the Annual 
General Meeting.  

The officers of the Society, and approximately one-half of the executive 
committee, are elected annually. Under the Charities Act 1993, persons elected 
are required to be acceptable as trustees. Nominations to serve as officers or 
members of the executive committee should be made in accordance with the 

Constitution of the Society. It is convenient, but not essential, for nominations to 
be made on the forms available. These may be obtained from the Secretary, The 

Old Chapel, Queens Passage, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5AP
Tel: 020 8467 0900

email: membership@chislehurst-society.org.uk
Copies of the documents contained in this report, and the Independent 

Examiner’s Report, are available on our website: www.chislehurst-society.org.uk

The Chislehurst Society is a Registered Charity, No. 298413


